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the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Asue] | 
has a right to submit a motion to proceed to the | 
consideration of that subject. It is clear, how- | 
ever, that the House has a right to proceed to | 
other business, or to postpone it under the rules of 
the House. a 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I move to post- 
pone the consideration of that question until to- 
morrow. 

The SPEAKER. The House has not yet 
agreed to take it up. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I move to postpone the 
consideration of the motion to take up until to- 
morrow. 

The SPEAKER. 
osition. 

Mr. STEPHENS. You can postpone any 
proposition that can be entertained. tee St 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I apprehend, sir, if it 
is a question of privilege, no motion is necessary 
to proceed to its consideration. The question 
comes up as a question of privilege, and is yot | 
necessary to be taken up by motion. I make that 

oint of order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair agrees with the 
gentleman from Illinois, that it 1s certainly a ques-, 
tion of privilege, affecting the right of one of the 
members of this body; but it is also competent for 
the House to postpone its consideration or com- 
mit it. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. 
ing to postpone it? 

The SPEAKER. There is a motion pending | 
to postpone the motion to take it up. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. The Speaker has 
decided, I believe, that it is in order to postpone 
this question of the contested election. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair has so decided. 

Mr. BAYLY. I move that it be postponed until 
to-morrow. 

Mr. STEPHENS. That is my motion. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Geor- 
gia (Mr. Sterwens} has submitted a motion .to 
postpone the consideration of the election case 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. ASHE. I rise to a pointof order. I have 
the floor upon a question of privilege, and while 
I am in possession of it it is not in order to sub- 
mit a motion to postpone the case until to-morrow. | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not recollect | 
the practice of the House upon the point of order 
raised by the gentleman from Illinois; but as it is 
very clear that the House has a right to postpone 

he consideration of this question of privilege, the 
Chair is of opinion that the right extends only to 
the motion to take up that subject; it is competent 
for the House to determine to do it or not. That is | 
the opinion of the Chair, and the Chair therefore 
overrules the point of order raised by the gentle- 
man from Illinois. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, I donot make the point 
of order that it is notin order to move to postpone 
it. Thatis inorder. I do not raise that question 
at all, but the question that I raise is 

The SPEAKER. That it comes.up without a 
motion—the Chair overrules that point. That is || 
the view which the Chair addressed itself to, that 
although a question of privilege, nevertheless it is | 
proper that the House should determine, vy vote, | 
when they will consider it. The gentleman from 
North Carolina moved to proceed to the consider- 
ation of the contested election case from Pennsyl- | 
vania, 

Mr. RICH ARSON. I only want to understand | 
the decision of the Chair, with a view to control | 
my own action. Do I understand the Chair to | 
decide that this is not a question of privilege? ii 

The SPEAKER. The, Chair makes ne such || 
decision. | 
Mr. RICHARDSON. Theeffectof the Chair’s 


That is rather a novel prop- 


Is there a motion pend- 








decision, if I understand it correctly, is this: that 
while it is a question of privilege it does not come 
Hh: unless the House brings it up. Cannot the 
douse bring up anything else? Is it then a ques- 
uon of privilege? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is a 
question of privilege in this: that a motion to pro- 


ceed to the consideration of this subject may be 
made at any other time, while all other business 
must come in under the rules, as preseribed in the 
book. 


thinks it is correct. 








That is the opinion of the Chair, and he 


Mr. STEPHENS. 


I wish to suggest to the 


Chair, and to the gentleman from North Carolina, | 


that this question of privilege has once been pre- 


sented to this House, and a report has been made, 
and it is now before the House, and on the Speak- 
er’s table. 
but it is a privileged question to move to bring it | 
up. ~The gentleman from North Carolina is not | 
entitled, therefore, to the floor to make an hour’s 
speech, until the House agree to entertain the sub- 
ject. 


It is not nowa question of privilege, 


The SPEAKER. 
ion of the Chair. 
Mr. ASHE. Do I understand the Chair to 


That is precisely the decis- 


decide that it is in order to entertain the motion of | 


the gentleman from Georgia? 

‘The SPEAKER. 
in order to entertain the motion made by the 
gentleman from North Carolina, which is to pro- 
ceed to the consideration-of the contested-election 
case from Pennsylvania. 


Mr. ROBBINS demanded tellers upon the | 


motion; which were ordered, and Messrs. Asur 


The Chair decides that it is | 
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Mr. CLEVELAND. 
he can finish his remarks. 

Mr. POLK. Unanimous consent is granted 
i unless the gentleman from Alabama objects. ~ 

Mr. HOUSTON. I doobject. The gentleman 
can conclude his remarks on another bill, 

‘The question was then taken, and House bill 
No. 44 was ordered to be laid aside to be reported 
to the House, with the-recommendation that it do 
pas . 

‘The committee then proceeded toconsider House 
bill No. 45, making appropriation for the naval 
pensions for the year ending the 30th June, I853. 

Mr. CARTTER concluded his remarks in re- 
|, gard to the compromise measures. [Mr. C.’s 
speech is published in the Apnendix.} 

Mr. WHITE, of Kentucky, here obtained the 
flour, but yielded it to— 5 

Mr.CABELL, of Florida, who moved that the 
committee rise. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the committee will in- 
dulge me, | will say that the bill under discussion 
is a bill making appropriations for the payment of 
pensions, and contains only an appropriation of 
$4,000, which I think no member of this commit- 
tee will controvert. 

Mr. CABELL. I rise to a question of order. 
I moved that this committee rise. 








By unanimous consent 


| measures. 


| some remarks in reply to the gentleman from Vir- 


when, by the limitation of the House, debate closes 


| the course he has. 


and CHANDLER were appointed. 

The question was then put, and it was decided | 
in the negative—ayes 53, noes 91. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire the unanimous 
consent of the House, to withdraw from the files 
of this House the papers of George Wright for 
the purpose of sending them to the Senate, where | 
a bill has been reported upon his petition. ‘Ihe 
papers are connected with that bill. 

it was so ordered. 

Mr. STUART. I renew my motion to sus- 
pend the rules, and go into the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended, and the House re- 
solved itself into the Committee of the Whole | 
on the state of the Union, (Mr. Seymour, of 
Connecticut, in the chair.) 

TheCHAIRMAN. The first business in order | 


| before the committee is the consideration of House || 


bill Ne. 44, making appropriation for the payment 
of invalid and other pensions, on which the gentle- 
man from Virginia |Mr. Barty] is entitled to the 
floor. 
Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, addressed the House | 
an hour, in an argument against the position as- | 
sumed in debate this session by Northern gentle- | 
men, that the fugitive slave law, like any other | 
law of Congress, was open to repeal; and also in | 
controversion of the ground assumed by others 
that the compromise measures, being the law of | 


| the land, resolutions to reaffirm them were idle, if 


not mischievous. He utterly denied the right of | 
repeal in one case, and maintained the propriety | 
of reatlirming by resolution the finality of all thesé | 
| His speech will be found in the Ap- 
pendix.] | 
Mr. CARTTER obtained the floor, and made 


ginia, {Mr. Bayty,| in which he argued to show 
the futility of reaflirming by resolution the law of | 
the land, with the view of giving to it any more 
force and permanency than the law itself can have. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time has arrived 


upon this bill. 
ment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the bill be laid 
aside, to be reported to the House with the rec- 
ommendation that it do pass, and the committee 
proceed to the consideration of House bill No. 45, 
making appropriations for naval pensions for the 
year ending 30th June, 1853. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. |ask the gentlemen from 
Alabama to allow the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Cartrer] to conclude his speech. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I cannot. 
House requires that the chairman should pursue 


The bill is now open to amend- 


to the committee. 


The order of the 


Mr. HOUSTON. I want 


to make an appeal 
Il was simply going to ask the 


committee to Iny aside the pension bill to be re- 
! pct to the House, and let the rentleman from 


Centucky [Mr. Wurre] have the floor upon the 


Military Academy bill, or the Indian appropria- 


tion bill, 


The CHAIRMAN, 


By unanimous consent it 


can be done. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. It is not a debatable ques- 


tion, whether the committee rise or not. 


Mr. HOUSTON. Iam not debating it. | ask 
that this bill be laid aside, to be reported to the 


House with a recommendation that it do pass, and 


that the gentleman from Kentucky [Mr. Ware] 


be entitled to the floor upon the next appropriation 
bill. 

No objection was made, and the bill was laid 
aside : 

The question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Case ut, of Florida; and it was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the chairman of the 
committee reported, that the Committee of the 
Whole on the State of the Union, according to or- 


der, had had the state of the Union generally under 
consideration, and particularly House bill No. 44, 


being a bill making appropriations for the pay- 
ment of invalid and other pensions for the year 
ending the 30th day of June 1853; and House bill 
No. 45, being a bill making appropriation for na- 
val pensions for the year ending the 30th day of 
June, 1853, and had directed him to report the 
sameto the House with a recommendation that 
the pass. Also, that the committee had had 
under consideration the Indian appropriation bill, 
and had come to no conclusion thereon. 

The SPEAKER. The question will be upon 
the engrossment of bills No. 44 and 45, just re- 
ported from the committee. ; 

There being no objection, the bills were sever- 


| ally ordered to be engrossed for a third reading 
- r >? 


and being engrossed, they were severally read a 
third time and passed. 

Mr. WALSH, by unanimous consent of the 
House, introduced resolutions of the General As- 


| sembly of Maryland, in regard to the fortifications 


on the Patapsco river; which were referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PRICE. I move that this House takea 
recess until seven o’clock this evening. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I object to that 
motion. 

‘The SPEAKER. It requires unanimous con- 
sent to take a recess. It is objected to. 

Mr. PRICE. I move that when this Hdéuse 
adjourns, it adjourn to meet to-morrow morning 
at ten o’clock. 7 


are 
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Mr. JONES. Il object. The gentleman can- 
not chance the regular time of meeting. 








The SPEAKER. The Chair doubts whether | 
it is competent to submit such a motion, if objec- | 
tion is made. The Chair understands that the | 


practice has been that such a motion is not in or- 
der, without the general consent of the House. 
The language of this rule is as follows: 

« Binotion to adjourn, and a motion to fix the day to 
“ high the House shall adjoura, shall always be in order.”’ 

4. proposition to fix the hour of adjournment is 
not in order, without unanimous consent, 

Mr. PRICE. Will it be iy order to suspend 
the rules, to enable me to submit the motion? 

TheSPEAKER. Motionsto suspend the rules 
are not in order except on Mondays. 


On motion by Mr. Seymour, of New York, the | 


House adjourned. 


PETITIONS, &ce. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. FAULKNER: The petition of Thomas B. Har 
vie, a soldier of the war of 1812, praying for a pension. 

hy Mr. CONGER: The petition of John L. Smith and 
930 others, citizens of Michigan, (along the proposed route.) 
praying for the establishment of a post route from Corunna, 
in Shiawassee county, Michigan, by way of Owasso, Rusk, 
Northampton, and St. Charles, to Saginaw City, in said 
State. 

ty Mr. CABLE, of Ohio: The memorial of 8. W. Clarke 
and 162 other citizens of Columbiana county, Ohio, on the 
subject of post offices being opened on the Lord’s day, or 
Sabbath day, and of carrying tlie mail thereon. 

ty Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York: The petition of 
Samuel S. Bingham, of New York, praying for a pension. 

By Mr. MeQUEEN: The memorial of B. A, Coachman 
and others, Town Council of Georgetown, South Carolina, 
for appropriation for the survey of the Georgetown harbor, 
and additional buoys 

Also, the memorial of J. D. Singletary and others, for 
the establishmentofa post road from Graham’s Cross Roads, 
in Williamsburg district, South Carolina, to Indiantown, 
in said district. 


citizens of Washington, District of Columbia, asking Con 
grees to make an appropriation to sustain the public schools 
of this city. 


By Mr. MOKENHEAD: The memorial of Solomen Spain | 


Roun, of Stokes county, North Carolina, asking that the 
Government pay to him the amount of a debt incurred in 
aid of transperting the United States mail. 


Ry Mr. ROBIE: The memorial to establish a mail route | 
from Bath, Steuben county, New York, by Mitchellville, to | 


Prattsburg, in said county. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, May 26, 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. Litrieron F. Morean. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 


Senate a communication from the Secretary of the | 


‘Treasuty, made in compliance with a resolution 
of the Senate, relative to a charge rejected in the 
account of the Hon. David Tod, late Minister to 
Brazil, for money advanced to William E. Ander- 


son, who was sent to the United States as a | 


witness. 


Mr. WADE. Ido not know whether it be in | 


order, but that communication, as I understand 
, 


it; ought to go to the Committee on Foreign Rela- | 
tions, to give light upon a breach of the law regu- | 
lating the slave trade, in one aspect of it; in | 


unother it relates to the settlement of the accounts 
of Mr. Tod, our late Minister to Brazil. <A 


prosecution had been instituted against er 


for a violation of that law; and he was r sted 
by the Executive to procure a witness and send 
him home, and advance the money to pay for his 
expenses. He did so, but when he came to 
adjust his accounts it was ascertained that there 
was no law providing for the payment of the 
money advanced to the witness under these cir- 


cumstances. So, in that aspect of ity it should | 


be referred to the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. DAVIS. The Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations can take both subjects into consideration. 
Mr. WADE. On that information, not doubt- 


ing that the Committee on Foreign Relations will | 


provide for the payment of the money thus ad- 


vanced by our late Minister to Brazil, [ move | 


that the communication be referred to that Com- 
mittee, and printed for the use of the Senate. 
The motion was agreed to. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of John | 
Bullock, praying that a clerk may be employed in | 


the post office in the city of New York, and in the 


post offices in other large cities, to write letters for | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE.” 


compensation; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office’and Post Roads. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Steuben county, 
New York, praying that the bill giving further 
remedies to patentees, may become a law; which 
was ordered to be laid upon the table. 

Also, the petition of John Wickham, praying 
that his pensien may be made to commence from 
the date of his disability; which was referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, sixteen petitions of citizens of New York, 
praying that the bill now pending before Congress, 
granting to every citizen of the United States who 
is the head of a family, one hundred and sixty 

, acres of land, may become a law; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. MILLER presented several petitions of 
citizens of New Jersey, praying that the introduc- 
tion of foreign convicts, felons, and paupers into 
the United States, may be prohibited by law; 
which were referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. DAVIS presented a petition of W. W. 
Cleveland and others, praying that the bill now 
pending before Congress, granting to eve! y citizen 
of the United States who ts the head of a family 
one hundred and sixty acres of Jand, may become 
alaw; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. FISH presented a petition of citizens of 
Angelica, Alleghany county, New Yerk, praying 
that the bill now pending before Congress, grant- 
ing to every citizen of the United States who is 
the head of a family one hundred andsixty acres 
of land, may become a law; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CHASE presented a petition of C. Shuler, 
Jr., P. Soule, and others, citizens of Dover, Cuy- 


|, ahoga county, Ohio; a petition of Lucius W ood 
ty Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of nearly 11,000 


and others, citizens of Salem, Columbiana county, 
Ohio; a petition of Lawson Wiles and others, cit- 
izens of Putnam, Muskingum county, Ohio; and 
a petition of Aaron Hinchman and others, citizens 
of Salem, Columbiana county, Ohio, praying that 
the bill now pending before Congress, granting to 
every citizen of the United States who 1s the head 
of a family one hundred and sixty acres of land, 
may becomea law; which were referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. PRATT submitted a resolution of the Le- 
gislature of Maryland, in relation to the placing of 
a light on Fort Sollers, in the Patapsco river; 
which was read and referred to the Committee on 


| Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. RUSK presented the petition of Juan Fer- 
nandez, praying indemnification for cattle de- 
stroyed by the Indians in Texas; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 


FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW. 
Mr. SUMNER. I hold in my hand, and desire 


to present, a memorial from the representatives of 


the Society of Friends in New England, formally 
adopted at a public meeting, and authenticated by 
their clerk, in which they ask forthe repeal of the 
fugitive slave law. After setting forth their senti- 
ments on the general subject of slavery, the me- 
morialists proceed as follows: 

** We, therefore, respectfully, but earnestly and sincerely, 
entreat you to repeal the law of the last Congress respect- 
ing fugitive slaves ; first and principally, because of its in- 
justice towards a long sorely-oppressed and deeply-injured 
people; and, secondly, in order that we, together with 
other conscientious sufferers, may be exempted from the 
penalties which itimposes on all, who in faithfulness to 
their Divine Master, and in discharge of their obligations to 
their distressed fellow-men, feel bound togegulate their con- 
duct, even under the heaviest penalties which man can in- 
flict for so doing, by the Divine injunction, ‘ All things 
‘whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do you 
‘even so to them;’ and bythe other commandment, ‘ Thou 
‘shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thy 
‘neighbor as thyself.’ ”’ e 


Mr. President, this memorial is commended by || 


the character of the religious association from 
which it proceeds—men who mingle rarely in 
public affairs, but with austere virtue seek to carry 
the Christian rule into life. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will have to 
| interpose. The Senator is not privileged to enter 
into a discussion of the subject now. The con- 
tents of the memorial, simply, are to be stated, 
and then it becomes a question whether it is to be 
received, if any objection is made to its reception. 
Silence gives consent. After it is received he can 
make a motion with regard to its reference, and 


persons who cannot write, at a moderate rate of | then make any remarks he thinks proper. 





Mr. SUMNER. I have but a very few @rds 
to add, and then [ propose to move the reference 
of the memorial to the Committee on the Judi. 
clary. 

The PRESIDENT. The memorial has first to 
be received before any motion as to its reference 
can be entertained. The Senator presenting g 
memorial states distinctly its objects and contents; 
then it is sent to the Chair, if a reference of it js 
desired. But it is not in order to enter into a dis. 
cussion of the merits of the memorial until it has 
been received. 

Mr. SUMNER. [I do not propose to enter into 
any such discussion. I have already read one 
part of the memorial, and it was my design merely 
to refer to the character of the memorialists—a 
usage which | have observed on this floor con- 
stantly—to state the course [ should pursue, and 
then conclude with a motion for a reference. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will hear the 
Senator, if such is the pleasure of the Senate, if 
he does not go into an elaborate discussion. 

Mr. SUMNER. I have no such purpose. 

Mr. DAWSON. Let him be heard. 

Several Senators. Certainly. 

Mr. SUMNER. I observed that this memorial 
was commended by the character of the religious 
association from which it proceeds. It is com- 
mended also, by its earnest and persuasive tone, 
and by the prayer which it presents. Offering it 
now, sir, I desire simply to say, that I shall deem 
it my duty, on some proper occasion hereafter, to 
express myself at length on the matter to which it 
relates. Thus far, during this session, I have for- 
borne. With the exception of an able speech from 
my colleague, [Mr. Davis,] the discussion of this 
all-absorbing question has been mainly left with 
Senators from another quarter of the country, by 
whose mutual differences it has been complicated, 
and between whom I have not cared to interfere. 
But, there is a time for all things. Justice, also, 
requires that both sides should be heard; and | 
trust not to expect too much, when at some fit 

moment, I bespeak the clear and candid attention 
of the Senate, while I undertake to set forth, 
frankly and fully, and with entire respect for this 
body, convictions, deeply cherished in my own 
State, though disregarded here—to which I am 
bound by every sentiment of the heart, by every 
fiber of my being, by all my devotion to coun- 
try, by my love of God and man. But, upon 
these | do not now enter. Suffice it, for the pres- 
ent, to say, that when I shall andertake that ser- 

| vice, I believe I shall utter nothing which, in any 
just sense, can be called sectional, unless the Con- 

| stitution is sectional, and unless the sentiments of 
the fathers were sectional. It is my happiness to 
believe, and my hope to be able to show, that, 
according to the true spirit of the Constitution, 
and according to the sentiments of the fathers, 
FREEDOM, and not slavery, is NATIONAL; while 
SLAVERY, and not freedom, is sectionax. In duty 

| to the petitioners, and with the hope of promoting 

| their prayer, I move the reference of their petition 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, 

Mr. MANGUM. I do not rise with a view to 
make a question of the reception of the memorial. 
I know it is the settled practice of this body to 
make that question on petitions upon this subject, 
and lay the motion to receive it on the table; but 
that has been departed from, and, I think, in all 
instances, as far as regards this very Christian so- 

_ciety—the people usually called Quakers—who 
are a most exemplary and most excellent people, 
when petitions have been received from them. So 
[ think Congress should do; and I am under the 

| impression, that there has been no exception to 

_that rule. They are a law-abiding people; they 

| are conscientious upon these questions, and ought 
to be treated with the fullest degree of respect. 
hope there will be no objection to the reception. 

After it is received, I shall follow it with a motion 

| to lay the memorial upon the table. 

Mr. BADGER. It is received. 


The PRESIDENT. It is already received, if 
there be no objection. 
| Mr. MANGUM. I move, then, to lay the me- 
morial on the table. 
Mr. HALE. If the Senator will allow me, I 
| want to correct him in the statement of a fact. 
Mr. MANGUY. I withdraw the motion for 
the present. 


| Mr. HALE. The Senator says that no excep- 
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- j 
tion has been taken to the reception of petitions | 
upon this subject. : : 

Mr. MANGUM. From the Society of Friends. || 

Mr. HALE, Oh,I did not understand that. 
Then, the rule of the Senate will be, that Friends 
are entitled to petition, and nobody else. 

Mr. CLEMENS. That is it. 

Mr. DAWSON. The motion to lay the peti- 
tion on the table is withdrawn, and I desire to say 
afew words. If it be the desire of gentlemen to 
reopen this discussion, especially with a solemn 
manner, and a heart filled with Christian feeling, 
which seems to be overflowing the Senator from 
Massachusetts; if he desires to make a discussion 
of this subject, now is the time. Let there be no 
evasion, na escape from the present crisis, no mo- 
tion to avoid what you intend to do, prior to the 
nominations which are to take place. Come out 
manfully, boldly, and present the question to us. 
I dislike this manner of proceeding—this throwing 
dust and clouds over what you intend to do. Let 
there be none of this deception, either religious or 
political. Let there be manliness; let there be 
earnestness. I, for one, am prepared to meet this | 
question: and I am one of those who never intend 
to seek any mode whatever, by which it can 
be evaded. If gentlemen desire to throw fire- 
brands into this country, let them do it; and, if 
they are more Christian in their feelings, and their 
hearts more pure than mine, [| want them to pour 
them out. I trust, if the Senator from Massachu- 
setts desires an occasion to discuss this question, | 
that we will give him the opportunity. Let the peti- 
tion be presented; let him set down the day for 
the discussion, and not seek to avoid it by saying, 
now | do not desire to discuss it. Now, sir, “ is 
the accepted time.’’ Let it be met, and let it be 
made a test question here, and see how the differ- 
ent sections of this country stand upon this ques- 
tion. Let there be no double-dealing in politics 
or religion; no hypocrisy of the heart, or hypoc- 
risy in political action. 

i trast my friend from North Carolina [Mr. 
Manevum] will let the friends of the repeal of the 
fugitive slave law give it their own direction; for 
Iam one of those who desire that the North shall 
have the exclusive right to declare their sentiments 
upon this question, and not that a lean majority || 
of the Northern portion of this country, with the || 
entire South, should give public opinion upon this || 
question of political action. Let those who intend 
to take the responsibility in what are called the 
non-slaveholding States, declare the position upon 
which they intend to stand. If they intend to rock 
this country to its foundation—if they intend to 
agitate, let it be now, sir; let it be now, and let‘no 
four years which are to come under any Adminis- 
tration, be the course of agitation. Let the coun- 
try know the men, the mé€asures, and the man, 
who is to represent this influence, and around 
which they intend to rally. I repeat, sir, that in 
this indirect mode, on the eve of a presidential 
election, these feelings ought not to be thrown be- 
fore the country with a sanctimonious air, that is 
to say to the whole country, We are so generous 
in our feelings, we do not want to violate the Con- 
stitution; but yet, you are going contrary to the 
Constitution. I desire to know what these gen- 
tlemen are going to do, and for one, if I can pur- 
sue the course which will bring them up to the 
test question, I will do it; and if any Senator is | 
prepared to make a motion,by which the question | 
shall be met, I say, now is the accepted time. 
This is the day; this is the hour. 

Mr. ADAMS. If the Senator will allow me, I | 
would suggest to him to move, by way of testing 
this question, to lay the memorial on the table. 

Mr. DAWSON. No, sir; I do not desire that 
any test on this floor should be precluded bya | 
motion for the expression of his opinions. I want 
gentlemen to come out boldly and manfully. I | 
want this question handled, not merely with soft 
sy gloves for party purposes. I want man- 
iness; [ want firmness; and if gentlemen desire | 
sectional questions and sectional agitations, I am | 
now prepared for them. I havedone all tha}man 
can do to reconcile and to harmonize; but it seems 
that there is a determination secretly and covertly 
to pass over the present hour, but yet keep these | 
questions before the country by insinuation, with 
& view to raise them up after a certain period. I 
am against it. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I am not ex- | 
actly in the same bellicose humor with my friend || 
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from Georgia this morning; and, believing that as 
we have some matters of dollars and cents to at- 
tend to upon the deficiency bill, and that a furious 
onslaught on the subject of the fugitive slave law 
will not put us into a very good and excellent dis- 
position to discharge that practical business with 
credit to ourselves and the country, [ renew the 
motion to lay the memorial on the table. 


Mr. BUTLER. AsI find that reference has 


| been made to the Judiciary Committee, 1 wish to 


say a word or two. 

Mr. BADGER. 
morial on the table. 

Mr. BUTLER. I understood that it wasa part 
of the mution of the Senator from Massachusetts, | 
to refer this memorial to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. I do not wish to lay it on the table. 1 | 
agree with the Senator from Georgia. 

The PRESIDENT. The Senator from North 
Carolina moves to lay the memorial on the table. 
That motion is not debatable. 

Mr. ADAMS called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered. : ie 

Mr. DAWSON. I know the rule, and I do not 
desire to violate it; but I wish to say, that if this 
is considered as a test question, my vote will be 
one way; but, if the Senate desire that this subject 
shall be closed merely for the present, my vote 
shall be another way. 

Mr. CHASE. I rise to a point of order. Is 
debate in order on this motion ? 

The PRESIDENT. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. BADGER. I rise to make an inquiry of 
the Chair. I believe that, if this petition be laid 
on the table, it can be taken up at any time? 

The PRESIDENT. 
of the Senate so decide. 

The question being now taken by yeas and 
nays, resulted—yeas 40, nays 10; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Badger, Bell, Brad- 
bury, Bright, Brodhead, Brooke, Cass, Clemens, Cooper, 
Dawson, De Saussure, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Downs, 
Feich, Fish, Foot, Geyer, Hunter, James, Jones of Lowa, 
Jones of Tennessee, King, Mallory, Mangum, Miller, Nor- 
ris, Pearce, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Smith, Soulé, Spru- 
ance, Toucey, Underwood, Upham, and Weller—40. 

NAYS—Messrs. Borland, Chase, Davis, Dodge of Wis- 
consin, Hale, Hamlin, Seward, Sumner, Wade, and 
Walker—10. 


So the memorial was laid upon the table. 


The motion is, to lay the me- 


BILL PASSED. 


The engrossed bill granting lands to the States 
of Louisiana and Mississippi, in aid of the con- 


| struction of certain railroads therein, was read a 


third time, and passed. 
THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
bill from the House of Representatives, entitled 
** An act to supply deficiencies in appropriations 
for the service of the fical year ending 30th of 
June, 1852.”’ 

The PRESIDENT. The amendments made 
to the bill were ordered to be printed. They have 
been printed, and I understand have been laid 
upon the tables of Senators. 

Mr. HUNTER. I would suggest that we take 


the question on the amendments in the gross, with | 


such exceptions as Senators desire to have a sep- 
arate vote upon. 
ments on which I desire that the vote be taken 
separately. 
ment making an appropriation for the Collins line 
of steamers. Also, the amendment in relation to 
the custom-house at Bangor, Maine, and that in 
relation to the establishment of a coal depot at 
Key West, Florida. 

Mr. HALE. I desire to except the proviso 
providing that the Superintendent of the Nautical 


Almanac be allowed a compensation of $3,000 per 
| annum. 


Mr. DAVIS, on behalf of Mr. Crarke, ex- 
cepted to the following amendment: 

“For deficiency in the appropriation for defraying the 
expenses of preparing the Opinions of the Attorneys Gen- 
eral, $1,220.”’ 

Mr. CLEMENS. It is impossible to tell what 
portion of the amendments are excepted, and what 
are adopted. I desire to vote upon every amend- 
ment separately... I want to offer amendments to 
some of them on certain conditions. If several of 


them are retained I cannot tell which it is proposed | 


to vote on separately, and which is not proposed 
to vote on separately. 


The PRESIDENT. If objection is taken to 


Certainly, if a majority 


There are some of these amend- | 


I wish a separate vote on the amend- | 
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| the course we are pursuing, each amendment must 
be taken up separately. 

Mr. MANGUM. All the amendments are 
printed and lie on our tables. If the Clerk will 
read them, we can tell which we wish to have 
excepted, 

Mr. CLEMENS. Ithink we should vote on 
them as they come up in their order. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will state the 
amendments made in committee. The first is: 
Section 1, page 2, after line 21, insert the follow- 
ing. 

* For completing the floating dry-dock at San Francisco, 
Calitornia, authorized by act of 34 March, 1851, #360,000."" 

Mr. BRODHEAD. The Senator from Rhode 
Island [Mr. Crarke] left with me an amendment 
to be offered to this clause. I am not certain 
whether he intended that [ should offer it as an 
amendment to the amendment, now under con- 
sideration, or whether he intended> that I should 
olfer it as a substitute to the amendment recently 
offered by the Senator from North Carolina, [|Mr. 
BapGER. . 

Mr. HUNTER. No amendment was offered 
by the Senator from North Carolina, [Mr. Bap- 
GER. 

Mr. BADGER. I withdrew my amendment. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I think I will offer it at 
any rate. It is a very rood proposiuion in itself, 
L will read it for the information of the Senate. 

Mr. BADGER. Will the Senator allow me to 
suggest that we had better go through the amend- 
ments adopted in committee first? Then, it’ will 
be in order to move new matter. 

The PRESIDENT. ‘that depends upon cir- 
cumstances. If it is proposed to amend, by alter- 
ing the amendment in the slightest degree, and by 
inserting new matter, it must be done now. : 

Mr. BADGER. There is no question, sir, about 
that; but | know the meaning of the amendment. 
It is to add a proviso to the existing amendment, 
and will be in order after we go through the amend- 
ments adopted in committee. 

The PRESIDENT. Such an amendment will 
then be in order. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. In that case I will not offer 
it now. 

The question was then taken on the first amend- 
ment reported by the committee, quoted above, 
and it was concurred in. 

| Theitem granting ** compensation to temporary 
‘clerks in the office of the Third Auditor of the 
‘Treasury, employed in making out certificates of 
‘service from the muster-rolls of 1812, and the 
‘several Indian wars, $11,800: [ Provided, That 
‘no clerk shall receive more than at the rate of 
* $1,000 per annum under this act,’’} had been still 
further amended in committee, by striking out all 
the words within brackets, and substituting the 
following: 


‘Which sum shall be distributed among the clerks, ac- 
cording to the diseretion of the Secretary of the Treasury: 
Provided, That no salary from this fund shall exceed 
$1,200.” 


This amendment was concurred in. 

In the appropriation for compensation to extra 
clerks employed in the office of the Auditor of the 
Post Office, $4,600, the word temporarily had been 
inserted after the word employed. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The Senate concurred in the next amendment to 
the same item, by inserting after the words $4,000, 
the following: 


‘** For pasting in books prepared for the purpose, canceled 
certificates of the registry and enrollment of vessels re- 
turned by the several collectors of the customa, 3500.*? 

The next amendment was to add to the appro- 
priation of $80,000 for running and marking the 
boundary line between the United States and Mex- 
ico, according to the treaty of Guadalupe Hidal- 
go, the following: 

‘6 Provided, That nothing herein contained shall be so 
construed as to sanction a departure from the point on the 
Rio Grande, north of the town called Paso, designated in 
the said treaty.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment was conaurred in, to strike 
out the word ‘fifteen ’’ and insert the word 
‘twelve ’’ in the appropriation for subdividin 
townships in California into sections, so as to read 
as follows: 

« For subdividing townships in California into sections, at 
a rate not exceeding 12 per mile, $36,000.” 

The next amendment, which was concurred in, 
i| added the following items: 
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“ Por compensation of the surveyor general of Arkansas, 
per act of August 8, 1846, $2,000. 

‘ Forel jerks in the office of the surveror general of Arkan 
sae, per act of August 8, 1546, 96,300." 

The next amendment, which was concurred in, 
was to strike out the words, ‘‘ for surveys in the 
mineral region of Michigan, at a rate not exceed- 
ing $6 per mile, $20,650,’ and insert in lieu thereof 
the following: 

‘ Por surveys in the mineral region of Michigan, at a rate 
not exceeding &6 per mile, 824,750.”’ 

The PRESIDENT. The next amendment is 
to insert the foiliowing: 

**Porcompletiog the improverments of New Jersey avenue, 
north of the Capitol, 89,000. 

** Por planting and finishing the roads and walks through 
that portion of the public mall surrounding the Sinithsonian 
Institution, &7,000 

** For deficiency in the appropriation for defraying the ex 
penses of preparing ie Opinions of the Attorneys General, 
1 290. 

** For paymont to Augustus Humbert, of balance of his sal 
ary as United States assayer of gold in California, under 


oa 


the act of 30th beptember, 1850, $1,250.” 


Mr. HUNTER. There is one part of that 
amendment which has been excepted. It is the 
clause giving $1,200 additional compensation for 
preparing the Opinions of the Attorneys General. 

The PRESIDENT. We are roing over them 
separately. 

Mr. DAVIS. if what has been read is con- 
sidered as one amendment, | shal! move a division 
of the question. I am willing that the question 
should be taken on all the other clauses of the 
amendment except that clause referring to the ap- 
propriation for defraying the expenses of preparing 
the Opinions of the Avorneys Gene ral. ‘That por- 
tion of the amendment lewish to have excepted. 

The PRESIDENT. Then the question will be 
on amending the amendment by striking that out. 

Mr. DAVIS. I regretthat [ am not as well 
prepared to state this question to the Senate as | 
ought to be, being unexpectedly called on to do so 
in the abeones of the Senator from Rhode Island; 
but, knowing that it was his intention and his pur- 
pose to object to that provision, | thought it to be 
my duty to bring it to the att ention of the Senate. 
This gentlem: in, “Mr. Hall, of whom | know noth- 
ing, was employed to collect the Opinions of the 
Attorneys General; that service he has performed, 
and has received, as compensation, a sum—which 
can be named by the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance— amounting to something like 42,000 
It is now proposed to give him $1,220 in addition 
to thatsum. [ hold in my hands the two volumes 
compiled by that gentleman. ‘They are in the 
possession of every gentleman in the Senate. They 
contain nothing except the naked Opinions of the 
Attorneys General, commencing with the earliest 
period of the history of this Government, and 
coming down to the present time. ‘There is not, 
as every one knows, an index in this book; it isa 
book substantially useless in its character, be- 
cause, like n lock without a key, there are no 
means of getting at the information centained in 
it. If Mr. ‘Hall has, as | understand, aire idy re- 
ceived $2,000, | would be glad if the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance would show the Senate 
some good reason why this additional sum should 
be given. 

Mr. HHUNTER. I believe that this was an 
improvident ee reported by the commit- 
tee in consequence of the rece prt of a letter from 
the Attorney Ginn l’s Office, and without exam- 
ining the book. As it contains no index, and as 
the sum proposed to be appropriated is too large, 
{ shall vote with the Senator from Massachusetts 
for the rejection of the amendment. 

Mr.SEWARD. I hopet that I may be indulged 
with the attention of the Senate, while giving a 
word of explanation on this subject, 

Mr, BADGER. Will the Senator permit me 
to ask one question? I would like to know from 
the Senator from Virginia [Mr. Huwrer] whether 
the letter, on account of which this appropriation 
was reported, stated that a contract for a specific 
sum had been made with thisperson ? 

Mr. HUNTER, There was no contract for a 
specified sum. Here are the letters; if the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina [Mr. Baperr] desires 

» they can be read, but one of the letters is rather 
long, 

Mr. BADGER. No. I do not wish to hear 
them read. I merely wished to ascertain that 
fact. 

Mr. SEWARD. Will the Senator from Vir- 





_ his profession as a lawyer would bring him in an | 


; the subject; and here is the opinion of Mr. Reid, 
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vinia have the goodness to send me ioe, letters? ? T gaged for the time mentioned in it in compiling the Opin. 


! ns tt ‘ > 2 r > , 

Mr. HALE. I risetoa question of order: that ions the of Attorneys bs 0 ral, and superintending their 

. hether this appr ‘iation is il “d n this publication ; and that, from the great care and labor be. 

ae er this appropriauion 18 in order in this stowed on the work, the remuneration claimed is, in my 

mut spinion, very reasonable and proper. 

ryt Doe ATT re Q . v~! P ” “ = , ee P 1 

[ne PRESIDENT. The Senator from New lhe work must be regarded as a very valuable aid to ali 

York is entitled to the floor the officers of the Executive Department of the Govern. 

a : 4. eS as ment in the discharge of their duties. I would partie ularly 

: Mr. HALE. But { wish to know W hether this, || call your attention to the synopsis hi e has prefixed to each 

being @ private claim, 18 In order in the defi siency || Opinion. It first indicates the general principle decided ; 

bill? secondly, the mode of carrying it into execution ; and 


rie 1 astly, the application of the principle to the particular 
~ DA d. as repo he committee lastly, : | P I ar Case, 
Mr. DAVI It wasyeported by the committee. Take. for example, the opivion as to what was nv cessary 











ne > iG merry ae 

Phe PRESIDEN I, It is too late to raise that |) to be done toe arry into etfect the stipulation in the treaty 
question now. The amendment was adopted in |} of 12 with Great Britain, relating to the extradition of 
committee, fugitives from justice, at page 1603. The synopsis first 


. . ate’ the testimony necessary be produced to authorize 
fi UE St hy <3 nittee Stat the testumons a essary to } rize 
Mr. HALE. Its adoption y the committee a surrender; next, the mode of procedure; and lastly, the 


does not authorize its insertion here. decision in the case presented. ‘To prepare such a synopsis 
[he PRESIDENT. Having been adopted by required not only care and attention, but also thought, and 
the committee, it must be acted on now 7 a thorough understanding of the points decided in the Opin 
; ‘tay A ; ia . ion. I have looked through the book, and can say with 
Mr. SEWARI . A law passed o ong! OSs St~ truth, that these synopses have been well done, Of course, 
recting the President of the United States to collect no one but a projessional man, accustomed to digest in his 
the Opinions of the Attorneys General, which were || mind the details of cases, could have executed this portion 
* . "1 . . ¢ _w waeo ‘Te see i her af . » 
lying loose, and in ail imaginable confusion, in the || ? the work, or Was competent to see it through the press 


: “ > | [ therefore consider Mr. Hall’s charge as just and moderate 
Attorney @eneral’s Office. The President ap I have ghe honor to be, respeetfully, sir, your obedient 


ft 
pointed Benjamin F’. Hall, esquire, a counsellor at || servant, JOHN T. REID. 
law, who was a friend of his own, and who was || Hon. J. J. Crirrenpen, 64 
competent to perform that service. He was an Attorney General, ( nited States. ; 
author, and a lawyer of standing, and of high re- These papers, Mr. President, were submitted 
spectability in both capacities, especially as a legal | to the Committee on Finance; and that committee 
writer, in the State of New York. There was no || adopted the amendment ailowing $300 for clerk 
sum designated for his compensation. He came || hire, and a balance of 3920 to Mr. Hall in full for 
here and entered upon the discharge of his duties, || his services. It was seen, then, that the services 
and last year, when the appropriation bill passed, || of Mr. Hall were not merely those of a scribe or 
he presented his account for settlement. ‘The work || secretary, but the services of a lawyer; and those 
being then unfinished, the Attorney General rec- || services have been performed with the skill, the 
ommended the sum of $2,000, not for his com- ability, and the learning of a lawyer. They have 
pensation, but as a sum which would certainly be || been well performed, The law officers interested 
less than theamount, and the residue was reserved | 1) the subject certify to that. 
until the work should be completed. Mr. Hal! There remains, then, only the single point raised 
went on upon the receipt of that $2,000, having | by the honorable Senator from Massachusetts, 
hired a clerk, as it became necessary to copy # [Mr. Davis,] which was made perhaps under a 
many, if not all of these Opinions. The result |! mistake; and when I explain that mistake. I think 
has been, that these volumes of Opinions are pre- || he will withdraw his objection. At any rate, I 
sented tous. At this session of Congress he pre- |; hope so. It appears that to these volumes no 
sented his claim to the Attorney General in a |; index has been prepared. Those who know Ben- 
letter, in order that it might be brought into this || jamin F. Hall as well as I do, would know, with- 
deficiency bill. He presented the following ac- |‘out being told, that there must be some good 
count of professional services: reason for such an apparent neglect. After this 
amendment had been adopted by the committee 
To Benjamin £. Hall, Dr. and reported to the Senate, and adopted by the 
1851. September 7. To professional services rendered to || Senate as in Committee of the Whole, the Sen- 
the United States since September 6, 1850, by direction ot || ator from Rhode [s land, {! Mr. CLARKE, | who is 


the President, in compiling the Opinions of the Attorneys || Wor 
: as . ‘ ow abs t, called my t 0 ( s by c 
General, three hundred and sixty-five days, at the rate ot now en © my attent | n to this ubject, 
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eight dollars per day.........6.. _ @2,920 || and asked me how it happened that I could sup- 
To expenditures necessarily incurred for clerk port this claim; and indicated a disposition to op- 
during that periOd...+.seseecseeeeeeees teens 300 || pose it, when it came before the Senate, on account 
itt Septet © AL eked Bove h LEE: _ a3.999 || Of this want of an index. | thereupon wrote to 
Cr. By amount of appropriation towards that ob- Mr. Hall, who was in attendance here for a con- 
ject of March 3d, 1851..........eeeeeees -seeeee 2,000 |) siderable time, but who is now engaged in profes- 
eeu, oth. the) S lh 8 tg: 9: ) try aon sional and public duties elsew here—he is the 

GetAS chk Soa ool he ie v=" || Mayor of the city of Auburn—for an explanation, 


This account, as Senators will see, includes || giving him notice that some objections were likely 
$300 for clerk hire. ‘The Committee on Finance || to be made to his account. Mr. Hall wrote to 
very properly required some evidence on the sub- || me a full and elaborate letter, and, without having 
ject, from the Department to which it belonged, || any indications from me, as | was unable to give 
ind they were furnished with the following letter || him any, as to the nature of these objections, he 
from the Solicitor of the Treasury: answered ail the possible objections which he 
’ Souicrror’s Orrice, » || could conceive. He showed that, as to the length 
WasHINGTON, April 5, 1852. § of time which was charged, these services were 
Sir: [am requested by a friend of Mr. Hail, whose bill || rendered. He then proceeds to’show that, in re- 
for services in the compilation of the Opinions of the At- || gard to the want of an index, the law or resolution 
eowente is before your committee, to write to you | under which the service was performed devolved 
The manner in which Mr. Hall: performed his duties || It upon the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
came under my observation, and it gives me pleasure to say || to publis! 1 this book; that he, Mr. Hall, last year, 
that he coveted himself arise prank seuiinity ta the task be s [ well knew, applied for leave to print this bor ok 
ore ° requires yilttie SKili and labor to ace the 
ts Operon”? in a ohebe watied to their ibipstiaute. Mr him self, or that he might super! ntend the print ing 
Hall has performed the work well, and merits not only a of it; but no arrangement of that kind being maie, 
fair pecuniary reward, but the thanks of the law oflicers of this part of the service was per formed by the 
= VOReTReeP a. and of all who have occasion to refer to || Clerk of the House of Representatives, and these 
Mr. Hall is a lawyer, and I have no doubt could have || Opinions were printed by him without the know! 
earned, in the wear Which he devoted to the compilation, edge of Mr. Hall, and before he jad time.-to ar- 
more than he has charged. It seems to me that his bill is rive here and prepare an index. Ev ery one knows 
quite reasonable. — “— that no index can be made until the text is printed 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, . 
; J. A. CLARK. W hen he eame here, he found that the work was 
presented to the public in that crude shape, for 
which there was no manner of fault resting with 
Mr. Hall—the responsibility resting with the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives. 
This letter was full oa satisfactory upon that 
point. I waited upon the Senator from Rhode 
Island myself with that letter, and placed it in his 
hands, and he read the letter and returned it to 
me, if I remember rightly, the next day; and 
though it is hazardous to speak of private conver- 
sation with a Senator upon a point upon which a 
controversy might arise, I am free to sey that I 


Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, 
Chairman Finance Committee, Senate United States. 


Mr. Hall is well known to me, and I know that 


amount much larger ‘than that which he has 
charged. The Attorney General referred the mat- 
ter to his clerk, Mr. Reid, who was familiar with | 


the deputy i in the office of the Attorney General: 


Wasnineton, March 19, 1852. 
Sir: I have examined the account of Mr. Hall, which 
you handed to me yesterday, and certify that he was en- 
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1852. 


understood from that Senator that a was entinfied, 
and would not raiseany o! jection in the Senate. On 
that ground I wroteto Mr. Hall—as I heard no 
objections, and knew of none from any other 
. at the matter was at rest, 


ae - : 
t necessary for him to come here. 


I anticipated 
was left 


no objection, and consequently his letter 
athome. I shall be obliged to ask thatthe Senate | 


will allow this matter to be laid over in order that 
] may present that letter, which will state the facts 
more explicitly than I can give them from mem- 


ory: for I y have done injustice to the Clerk ot 


the House of Representatives, which, of course, is 
undesigned. If think, if the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts has had some recent convers: tion with 
he Senator from Rhode !sland, he would be sat- 


ished with the understanding I eo with him upon 


this subject. That is the impression which I had, 
and I su ymit that it 1s not the fault of Mr. Ha 
that the index was not made, and that 
not therefore to lose his compensation. 
— eed fre pm his manuscripts. 

DAVIS. -I have no objection to the post- 
ane ment of this subject, so that the Senator can 
send fot his papers 

The PRESIDENT. It cannot be postponed. 

Mr. DAVIS. I supposed it could be postponed 
by unanimous consent. 

“Mr. HALE. 

Mr. HUNTE 
ment? 

The PRESIDENT. It is on anamendment to 
the amendment. There is a motion made to strike 
out that part of the amendment which makes an 
appropriation for compiling the Opinions of the 
Attorneys General. 

Mr. DAVIS. I merely wish to say, in justifi- 
cation of myself, that I made the objection under 
what I believe to be, and as I thought I knew to 
be, the wishes of the Senator from Rhode Island. 
But in that I might be mistaken, because, after 
speaking to him, hemay have changed his opinion. 


= be wol k 


I object. 
Is the question on the amend- 


so that it was | 


— 


he oug ht 


But such | understood to be his views, having en- | 


tered into this subject and made an investigation 
of it. it will be, after all, for the Senate to decide 
—this gentleman having received §2,000—whether 
the mere compilation of these books would em- 
ploy an astute lawyer, a gentleman of character 
and repr:*stion, 
These volumes are nothing but a transcript of the 
original Opinions of the Attorneys General, found, 
] suppose, either in print, or on the files in the 
office of the Attorney General. The whole labor 
of this gentleman consists in merely making the 
condensed tables at the head of each of the Opin- 
ions, stating very briefly the contents of the Opin- 
ions. 
all the work, all the labor, all the intelligence, and 
all the learning which is required to make up such 
a compilation. 


Mr. COOPER. 


I desire to ask a question, and 


perhaps the Senator from Massachusetts can an- | 


swerme. Wastherenotacompilation previously 
made, in 1840 or 1842; and does 
tion comprise a part of that? Itis my impression 
that it does. 

Mr. DAVIS. 
seen many of these Opinions in print. 

Mr. FELCH. Ifthe Senator will allow me, | 
will answer that question. 
or three.compilations on different subjects. In 


for the term of one year and more. 


Thus the books are made up, and there is | 











not this c ompila- 


lam unable to say, but 1 have | 


There have been two | 


connection with the pension laws there wasan ab- | 


stract of the Opinions of the Attorneys General re- | 


lating to the pension laws. ‘There were also pub- 


lished two volumes upon the land laws; and one, | 
, embraces the Opinions of the | 


the last of the two 
Attorneys General reiuting to the public lands, 
up to the date of this publication. Upon some 
one or two other subjects, there have been compi- 
lations, and they are arranged under ap roper head 
and together, and have an index added, so that it 
is much more convenient to make a reference to 
them than to t 
no index, and which are without order. 

Mr. DAVIS. I have no intelligence which au- 
thorizes me to say that there was a distinct publi- 
cation of the Opinions of the Attorneys General 


he books now published, which have | 


up to a certain period of time, as intimated by the | 


Senator from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Cooper;]} but 
the question to which | wish to call the attention 
of the Senate is this: This book is nothing but a 
mere collection of these Opinions; there is no men- 
tal labor, no learning required; all the ability that 
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manner here aie ‘the silshedien of each 0} pinion. 
And then the book i is left withaut an index 
if I can understand the circumstances connect- 
ed with this proceeding, the Attorney General has { 
paid this gentleman $2 000, but he was unwilling 
to accept that in full satisfaction of his claim; and 
the At ttorney General, under any authority that 
he possessed, declined to pay more, and the that- 
ter remained for the consideration of Congress. | 
do not understand that the Attorney General feels 
desirous that this sum should be paid. Nor am | 
authorized to say that he expresses any opinion 
directly to the contrary; but, from all the cireum- 
stances, I should judge that he considered that an 
ample equivalent has been paid for the service. | 
desire, that an ample equivalent should be 
paid; but I cannot understand how it is that the 
compilation of these two volumes, being partly 
made up from extant printed Opinions, a nd part! 
from man iscript, should be worth more hon 
$2,000. 
{ do not wish to detain the Senate any 
by the consideration of this topic. They 
pose of it as they pléase ; 
Mr. COOPER. I hold in my hand a volym 
containing the Opinions of the Attorneys General, 
published under a resolution ef the House of Rep 
resentatives, in 184]. I see, on looking at the 
book, for which payment Is now claimed, that it 
begins with the Opinion of Mr. Randoloh—it be- 
gins with the same Opinion which stands first in 
the old compilation. The latter comes down to 
1837, and embraces the opinions of Mr. Butler, 
who was Attorney General during the adminis- 
tration of Martin Van Buren. So that it would 


aiso, 


} 
;onrer 


may dis- 


| appear that there has been nothing to do in the 


compilation of this new book, bey vond preparing 
the syllabuses which appear in it. 

Mr. HALE. | hope that a vote will be taken 
This man will get his money. If he does not get 
it here, an estimate will be filed away in some De- 
partment, and the money will be paid. Let us 
have a vote. 

The question was taken on the amendment to 
the amendment, and it was agreed to. 


Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, I ask fora 


| division. 


The PRESIDENT. The question is decided. 

Mr. SEWARD. I was on the floor before the 
vote was announced. I had no 
state my request, and I think that the questio 
was not understood. 


The PRESIDENT. 


opnortiunitv to 
es - 


As the Senator says he 
was on the floor, the question will be taken again. 

Mr, SEWARD. . Leak for.e division, 

The question was again taken, and there were— 
ayes 30, noes not counted. 

So the amendment to the 
agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. I move to strike out the next 
clause. It is nothing in the world but a private 
claim. Itis: ‘“* For payment to Augustus Humbert, 
‘ of balance of his salary, as United States assayer 
‘of gold in California, under the act of Septem- 
‘ber, 1850, $1,250.”’ 

Mr. HUNTER. This amendment was put in 
upon estimates from the Treasury Department. 
It was said to be important, in order to keep the 
assay office in operation. I do not know thatit can 
come under the denomination of a private claim. 

Mr. HALE. Very well; [ withdraw my mo- 
tion. lalways yield to the Senator from Vir- 
ginia. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

ThePRESIDENT. Thenext amendment was 
to strike out the words ‘‘ one thousand,’’ and in- 
sert ‘*twelve hundred,”’ in the item providing 
compensation of extra clerks, employed in the 
office of the Commissioner of Pensions. The ob- 
ject of the amendment is to provide that no clerk 
shall receive more than at the rate of $1,200 per 
annum, under this act. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT. The next amendment is 
to insert the following: 

For expenses of establishing the superintendency of In- 
dian Affairs in California, authorized by the act of 3d 
Marchi, 1852, viz: 

For salary of superintendent, $1,318 68. 

For salary of clerk, $824 17. 

For rent of office for superintendent, 

For stationery, fuel, lights, &c., 
ent, $275. 

For messenger, expenses, &c., $400. 

For tabor, miscellaneous items, and contingent expenses | 


amandment was 


$1,000. 
for office of superintend- 


is required is scarely sufficient to state, as in the | of the superintendency , $275. 
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For presents and provisions for Indians visiting Spain 
tendent on official business, $1,000. 

For traveling expenses of the superintendent and the 
necessary attendants, @2,500. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT. The next amendment is 
to insert the following: 

For furniture for superintendent’s office, 31,000. 

For iron safe for superint fice, $1,000. 

For United States flags, for ribution among the tribes, 
$570 
Mr. HALE. I move to amend the amendment 
y striking out the first clause which relates to the 

> superintendent’s office. | hope 

the Senate will not agree to that. amendment, as it 
now stands. 

The question was taken on the motion to strike 
he clause, 
Mr. HALE 


adoptuon of that 


ndent’s o 





and it was decided in the negative 
Before the vote is taken on the 
amendment, [| wish to ask if it is 


ym to furnish 


comm Indian superintendents with 
furniture, and for what other classes of officers we 
should provide furniture, because I think if this 

‘nm is to go on, we ought to have our own 
rooms furnished. [ think, sir, it is contrary to 
ul propriety. There is a principle growing up in 

{to this matter which I think ought te be 
checked. I have shown that it has been growing 


exemplified in the case of superintendents of 


navy-yerds. IL believe | have shown that to the 
sausfaction of everybody, except the Senator from 
North Carolina 


Mi BAD* 7 ER. 
aria yt 

Mr.HALE. No, 
ator fee North C 


vroW 


And the rest of the Senate. 


' 
nt to st 


a bed 


sir, everybody but the Sen- 

arolina. The practice has 

1 up of furnishing the officers of navy-yards 

with furniture; and here is a new class of officers 

coming and asking to be furnished with furniture 
i think we oug »p where we are. 

Mr. ATCHISON. I believe that in the office 
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, the furni- 
ture consists of a desk, chairs, and other articles 
necessary for the use of the office. It is not to 
furnish a house or l-room of the superintend- 
ent of Indian Affa itis not to supply him with 
utensils ne essary | tor cooking, but it is to supply 
the furniture which is necessary for his office. 
Now the question is, whether the United States 
will furnish desks, chairs and other furniture 
necessary for the office, or whether the superin 
tendent shall furnish it out of his own poe ket? If 
the latter, then | insist that every head ofa bureau, 
every Secretary, and every clerk in any Depart- 
ment shall furnish his room out of his own Salary. 
I believe that it has been the uniform custom to 
furnish the offices there with furniture, and 1 am 
informed by my friend from lowa, [Mr. Jowes,] 
that the surveyers general have their offices fur- 
nished for them also. 

Mr. JONES. And the land offices are fur- 
nished. 

Mr. ATCHISON. Now, whether $1,000 would 
be sufficient for this purpose, I am notable to say; 
but if the superintendent of Indian Affairs has a 
single partic le of honesty in his composition, he 
will only use enough of this s appropriation to fur- 
nish his office. The Senator is mistaken, if he 
supposes it 1s to be applied for the individual pur- 
poses of the officer. It is the furniture of the 
Government, and not that of the officer. 

Mr. HALE. Thenextclause to this one which 
I move to strike out is to furnish to the superin- 
tendent an iron safe, which is to cost $1,000; and 
this amendment, according to the statement of the 
Senator from Missouri, [Mr. Arcurson,] is to 
furnish a desk and a few chairs, and such like 
utensils. This would make it a pretty expensive 
desk and chairs. I suppose, sir, that this is to 
furnish his whole house with sofas, and chairs, 
and tables, and carpets, and everything of that 
sort. And $1,000, sir, will furnish it pretty well. 
If that is all that is wanted—mere office furniture, 
as the Senator from Missouri suggests—I think 
$75 would be amply sufficient. He could get just 
as good a desk as he could possibly need for @50; 
and he can buy as good a chair as is necessary 
for him for $50 a dozen, and he certainly would 
not want more than half a dozen of them. That 
number would Be amply sufficient. 

But this is to wee I his whole establishment 
from cellar to attic. No matter whether he is 
honest or not, Manis spend the whole of the $1,000; 
and in the next @ficiency bill, ten to one but 

\| there will be a demand of §1, 500 or $1,600 for a 
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new supply of furniture. Now, sir, it seems to 
me that the reasons assigned why we should pass | 


mal ——— -— -— —~+----- 


this appropriation are the very reasons why we | 


should stop; because every additional office you 


| . . . | 
furnish will be adduced as a reason for furnishing 


more. 
will 6 on, and next year it will be $2,000; and 


But I have no idea of stopping this. It | 


the next year more; and then we shall have an- | 


other class of offices to furnish, and this bill be 


brought up as a precedent, and there will be no | 


end to it. 

Mr. HUNTER. I understand from the Sena- 
tor from Arkansas, [Mr. Sepastian,] who is fa- 
miliar with this subject, that it is not usual to 
make an appropriation for furnishing these offices, 


but it is usual to pay for the furniture out of the | 


contingent fund. IL also gather that $300 will fur- 
nish that office in California. I therefore move 
to strike out ** $1,000,” and insert ** $300.” 

The PRESIDENT. 
taken. 

Mr. ATCHISON. The Senator from Virginia 
admits the necessity of some appropriation to fur- 


That question will be first | 


nish the office of superintendent of Indian Affairs | 


in California. Iam also of opinion that some- 


thing less than $1,000 will be sufficient, and that | 


perhaps $300 will be enough. In that view of the 
subject | concur; but to striking out the whole,and | 


obliwing the superintendent to furnish his office out | 


of his own pocket, I am entirely opposed. 
The question was then taken on the amend- | 
ment to the amendment, and it was agreed to. 
Mr HALE. Is it now in order to move to 
strike out the whole? | 
The PRESIDENT. It is in order. 
Mr. HALE. As the Senate have shown a dis- | 
position to take the right course by striking out a 
art, | move to strike out the whole. 
Mr. BADGER. I wish to assign one reason 
for not striking it all out, which 1s the reason that 
I did not vote for reducing it. 


= 


** Provided, That the work shall be completed in five vol- | 
umes, and that at least one volume shall be published in | 
each year until the whole series of five volumes shall be | 
finished.”’ 


The amendment was concurred in. 

‘The next amendment agreed to, as in Committee | 
of the Whole, was to correct a clerical error by 
substituting **Indiana’”’ for **Indians”’ in the fol- 
lowing clause: 

‘¢ For expenses of removal and subsistence of Pottawato- 
mies of Indians, $22,500.” 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The next amendment adopted, as in Committee 
of the Whole, was to insert the following clause: 

‘For the reappropriation of $10,009 for the redemption | 
of outstanding loan-office and final-settlement certificates, 
this being a portion of the sum of $37.59 59 heretofore ap- 


| propriated for that purpose, and carried to the surplus fund 


The Senator from | 


New Hampshire |Mr. Have] has intimated that | 


he will shortly bring forward a proposition to fur- | 
nish the apartments of Senators in this city; and | 


ns the rejection of this amendment would form a || 


precedent against the proposition of that Senator, 
and as I should be very sorry to see any obstacle 
thrown in his way, I hope the amendment will be 
retained. 

The question was taken on the motion to strike 
out the amendment as amended, and it was de- 
cided in the negative. 

The question then recurred on the amendment | 
as amended, and it was agreed to. 

The next amendment made in Committee of the | 
Whole was to add the following proviso: 

“ Provided, That after the thirtieth day of June, 1852, all 
payments of interest on said awards shall cease; and that | 
the Seeretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, directed 
to pay said claimants the amount of principal awarded in 
each case respectively, and that the amount necessary for | 
this purpose be, and the same is hereby, appropriated : Pro 
vided further, That the final payment and satisfaction of 
eaid awards shall be first ratified and approved as a final 
release of all claims of such parties, under the fourteenth 
iid treaty, by the proper national authority of 


. in such form as may be prescribed by the 
Secretary of the Interior’’ 


icle o 


the Choctaw 


to this clause: 

“ For intereston the amounts awarded Choctaw claim- 
ents, woder the fourteenth article of the treaty of Dancing 
Rabbit Creek, of 27th of September, 1830, for lands on which 
they resided, but which it ts impossible to give them, and in 
lion of the scrip that bas been awarded under the act of 23d 
of Aucust, 1842, not deliverable, east, by the third section 
of said law, per act of third March, 1845, for the half year 
ending the 30th of June, 1852, $21,800.” 

The amendment was concyrred in. 

‘The next amendment made in Committee of the 
W hole was to strike out the following clause: 

*¢ For compensation to three special agents and four inter- 
preters for the Indian tribes of Texas, and for the purchase 
of presents, and to negotiate with said Indians, under in- 
structions from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, for 
their removal from that State to some designated unoccu 
pied territory of the United States, $25,000;”° 


And te insert in lien thereof— 

For the purchase of presents, and to negotiate under in- 
structions from the Secretary of the Interior with the In- 
dians in ‘Texas who have intruded themselves into that 
State from the Territories of the United States, for their re- 
moval from that State, $25,000. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The next amendment made, as in Committee of 
the Whole, was to amend this clause: 


** Por continuing the collection and for publishing the sta- 


tisties and other information autggrized by the act of third 
of March, 1647, and subsequent acts, $17,000,” 


} 
by adding to it this proviso: 


on the 3ist day of December, 1843: Provided, That here 
after all claims on account of such loan-office and final-set 
tlement certificates, unless presented at the Treasury of the 
United States within two years from the passage of this act, 
shall be considered as barred, and not thereafter payable. ”? 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on con- 
curring in this amendment. 

Mr.. HALE. I want to ask the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance who reported this 
amendment, what is the reason for the proviso 
contained in the latter part of it? I suppose there 
are very few of these certificates outstanding. I 
understand that the amount of them to come in 
will not be more than $5,000 or $6,000. What is 
the use, then, on the face of this bill, of repudi- 
ating those which may come in after two years? 
If they come in afterwards, they will undoubtedly 
be paid, notwithstanding the proviso. Then 
what is the use of it? 

Mr. HUNTER. It seemed to the committee | 
to be proper that there should be some restriction 
in point of time as to these old claims. They are 
very old; and for the purpose of forcing them to 
be presented in a reasonable time, it was thought 
best to insert a restriction of two years. The 
committee thought that to be a reasonable time. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

‘he nextamendment made, as in Committee of 
the Whole, was to amend the clause providing for 
payment for revising the laws of Minnesota Terri- | 


tory by adding this proviso: 


‘* Provided, That hereafter no expenses incurred by a Ter- 
ritorial Legislature shall be paid out of the Treasury of the 
United States, unless previously sanctioned by law.’’ 


‘ry. 4 
rhe amendment was concurred in. 


The next amendment agreed to, as in Committee | 
of the Whole, was to insert— 


*‘ For contingent expenses of the Senate, $137,775.” 


The amendment was concurred in. 


The next amendment adopted, as in Committee 
of the Whole, was to insert— 

**'To enable the Secretary of the Senate to pay for the cop 
ies of the report of Doctor David Dale Owen, United States 
geologist, on the geology of lowa and Wisconsin, and Min- 
nesota Territory, heretofore ordered to be executed for the 
use of the Senate, under the special direction of the Com- 
missioner of the General Land Office, $31,218 75: Pro 
vided, That no more than fifty cents a copy shall be paid for 
the binding of the book. 


**'l'o enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to || 


pay for three thousand five hundred copies of the report of 
Doctor David Dale Owen, on the geology of lowaand Wis- 
consin, and Minnesota Territory, ordered by a resolution 
of the House of Representatives, to be executed under the 
special direction of the Commissioner of the General Land | 
Office, $16,187 50: Provided, That no more than fifty cents 
a copy shall be paid for the binding of the book. 

** For contingent expenses of the library of Congress, 
800. ?? 

The PRESIDENT. 
in this amendment? 

Mr. BRADBURY. I move to strike out $31,- 
218 75, and insert $20,000. This amendment to 
the amendment I believe is rendered proper in con- 
sequence of the diminution of expense which was 
made, when the bill was in Committee of the 
Whole, in regard to binding the volumes. Twenty 
thousand dollars will be about a sufficient sum to 
purchase the number of volumes required, since 
the original bill contemplated the payment of two 
dollars a volume for binding, and the amendment 
which was adopted limited the price to fifty cents. 
The amount appropriated is to pay for printing 
and binding. Inasmuch as one dollar and fift 
cents is taken from the cost of binding each nan 4 
ume by the amendment already adopted, Jt is 
necessary to diminish the appropriation by that 
amount. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


Will the Senate concur 





It is true, that the reduction 


| in the price of binding will reduce the estimate 
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made by the Department, but I do not know the 
precise sum to which it will reduce it; and, there. 


| fore, | thought it was safer to leave the original 


amount. ‘The Secretary will only expend what 
his estimate would require, reduced, as it has 
been, by the Senate. I do not know the exact 
j}amount. Does the Senator from Maine know? 

Mr. BRADBURY. 1 made an estimate when 

the bill was under consideration a few days ago, 
and I think it was about $20,000. Iam not cer- 
tain of the precise amount. If it should exceed 
the amount, or fall a little short, provision can 
be made hereafter. It requires the taking off of 
$1 50 fromeach volume. We havea statement of 
the number of volumes. Certainly, $21,000 or 
| $22,000 will cover the whole amount. I know 
$22,000 will; and, therefore, I vary the amend- 
ment to make it that amount. 

Mr. BADGER. I want to remind the Senator 

from Maine that he seems to think it a very easy 
| thing to pass through both Houses of Congress a 
bill to supply a deficiency. How long have we 
been in trying to pass this bill? As was said by 
the Senator from Virginia, if we leave the amount 
at $31,000, no more will be expended than the 
| contract calls for. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Whenthis matter was up, in 
Committee of the Whole, I madea statement that 
it had been communicated to me that the binding 
was to cost $2a volume. Such was the inform- 
ation communicated to me; but I am bound to 
| state that another communication has been since 
made to me, from which I suppose the binding was 
| to cost only sixty-two and a half cents, That 
would leave only twelve and a half cents to be 
taken off on each volume—a very smal! sum, and 
one which, I think, will render the amendment of 
my colleague unnecessary. If the facts were as 
| supposed the other day, 1 would concur most 
cheerfully in thatamendment; butas it is, I think 
it Is unnecessary. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I took the statement of m 
colleague as the basis on which I made my esti- 
mate. If that statement was incorrect, I certainly 
_do not wish to press the amendment, and, there- 

fore, I withdraw it. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on con- 
| curring in the amendment made as in Committee 

of the Whole. ‘i 

Mr. BADGER. I desire to submit an amend- 
ment.tothe amendment. When this subject was 
under consideration in Committee of the Whole, 
I suggested that I thought fifty cents a copy for 
binding such a book as this would not procure 
binding of the description and quality appropriate 
to the nature of the work. I move now, in order 
to test the sense of the Senate, to strike out ** fifty 
cents,’’? in the proviso, and insert ‘* seventy-five 
cents.”” 

Mr. HAMLIN. I hope that the amendment 
| to the amendment will not be adopted; because | 
believe that if the book is bound in accordance with 
the present contract, at sixty-two and a half cents, 
| it will he a good, thorough, sufficient, and sub- 

stantial binding. 
| Mr. BADGER. Then I will vary the amend- 
| ment to the amendment, and make it ‘‘ sixty-two 
and a half cents.”’ 

Mr. HAMLIN. Ibegalso to state that I have 
on my desk an amendment which I propose to 
offer to the Senate, if it shall become necessary. 
I do not propose to offer it now. This book was 
| ordered to be printed under the direction of the 

Commissioner of the General Land Office. Under 
that direction, Iam told, he has made a contract 
| for the printing and binding. The latter part, I 
contend, was not within his power. The Senate 
| having made a contract with another person to do 


'| all the binding of the Senate, the Commissioner, 


by virtue of the instructions to‘print the work, 
had no authority on earth to bind it; therefore the 
Senate, in good faith, are bound to maintain the 
contract which they have made with their binder. 
The person who is to bind the work under the 
Commissioner is in Philadelphia. I learn that he 
| will be here this day; and it is hoped, and I believe 
I may say it is expected, that an amicable ar- 
rangement will be made between the two parties, 
so that there will be no conflict of the contracts. 
If such a state of facts shall exist, I have no doubt 
that the book will be well bound for the sum 
stated. If it is not brought about, | shall offer an 
amendment directing the binding to be done by the 
| binder of the Senate, who is anxious to do it, and 
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dollar a volume 

Mr. BADGER. Upon that explanation, I 
withdraw my proposed amendment. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The next amendment agreed to, as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, was to insert: 

«“ For the payment of James W. Hale, of the city of New 
York, in full for discharging the duties of dispatch agent 
from September, 1849, to June, 1850, inclusive, the suin of 
@600.°? 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The next amendment made, as in Committee 
of the Whole, was to insert after the provision for 
the payment of geological surveys, the following: 

« Provided, That there shall be no further geological sur- 
vey prosecuted in Oregon, unless authorized by law.” 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The next amendment agreed to, as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, was to insert: 

‘To enable the Secretary of State to pay William E. 
Anderson, for the loss of time and expense incurred by him 
in coming from Rio Janeiro to New York, under the direc 
tion ot the American Minister at the Brazilian court, to 
testify against gertain persous alleged to have been engaged 
in the slave trade, $250.” 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The next amendment made, as in Committee of 
the Whole, was to amend the clause appropriating 
$1,800 for compiling, printing, and binding the 
Biennial Register for 1851, by striking out $1,800 
and inserting $2,253. 

The amendment was concurred in. 

The next amendment made, as in Committee of 
the Whole, was to insert the following: 

« And also a sum not exceeding $19,734 65, is hereby 
appropriated to pay Adam Boyd Hamilton, according to 
contract, for printing 20,000 and binding 18,610 copies, of 


396 pages each, of the Register’s report of the commerce 
and navigation of the United States, for 1851. 


“ The sum of $10,000 is hereby appropriated, to be paid to 


and expended under the direction of the Attorney General 
of the United States, in procuring such copies or other evi- 
dences of the laws, decrees, or ordinances of the Spanish 
or Mexican Governments relating to or affecting land claims 
in California or New Mexico, and also such copies or 
memorials of said claims as may be obtained from the ree- 
ords of the Mexican Government, with all such other docu- 
mentary and official evidence as the said Attorney General 
may deem necessary and proper, and may direct to be pro 
cured. And for the purpose of procuring the information 
aforesaid, the said Attorney General is hereby authorized 
to employ or appoint an agent, who is to act under the di- 
rection of, and to receive such compensation as the said 
Attorney General may allow and order: Provided, how- 
ever, That the whole expense of agency, of procuring 
books and documents, of transportation, and of translation, 
and of everything connected with the work, except the 
printing, shall not exceed the sum herein appropriated.’? 


Mr. WELLER. [move to strike out the words 
‘«* Attorney General,’’ wherever they occur in the 
amendment, and substitute for it ** President.’’ 

Mr. BADGER. I hope that motion will not 
prevail. This subject, I believe, was pretty well 
considered and discussed on a similar motion 
made by my friend from Georgia, [Mr. Dawson,] 
when the Senate resolved to retain the provision 
in its present shape, I see no reason now why 
we should change that determination 

Mr. DAWSON. The vote, it will be recollect- 
ed, was only a difference of one; altogether, as I 
thought at the time, for want of a thorough under- 
standing of the subject. The object is to place 


_this appointment in the hands of the President 


instead of the Attorney General. That isthe only 
object. I trust that the proposition as made by 
the Senator from California will be adopted. In 
accordance with my views, I attempted the same 


thing when we were in Committee of the Whole. | 
I am not now desirous of discussing the question. | 


Mr. BORLAND. I agree with the Senator 
from North Carolina fully, and hope the amend- 
ment to the amendment will not prevail. That 
Senator remarked that it was fully considered and 
discussed some time ago in Committee of the 
Whole, and the Senate determined to retain the 
amendment as it now stands in the bill. I donot 
think it at all necessary to go over the grounds in 
support of the amendment in its present form. 
When urged, I thought they were conclusive and 
satisfactory, and I hope they will be considered so 
now. 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to, there being on a division—yeas 22, nays 1}. 

The question recurred on concurring in the 
amendment as amended. 

Mr. RUSK. I move to strike out of the amend- 
ment all in relation to the appointment of the agent 
to be sent to Mexico. I do not see that there is 
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it will be done most faithfully by him for half a | 








| any use for him. He could not be used as legal 


authority in a court of justice; and these things | 
had much better be left to the investigation of the 

parties themselves who are interested in the sub- 

| ject of the land titles. We appointed a commis- 

sion some time ago for a similar purpose, and 

nothing has been done; and | apprehend that, 

under this provision, nothing will be done, or if 
anything should be done, it will be the collection 

of amass of information which will be of no au- 

thority. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, my friend 
from Texas I think entirely misunderstands the 
purpose, and underrates the importance of this 
|}amendment. The Supreme Court have found 
themselves in such difficulty that they cannot get 
on with the consideration and adjudication ofclaims 
| depending upon the Mexican and Spanish laws in 
| force in those countries, because those laws are 
not to be obtained. The object is not to collect 
private documents; it is to collect the public laws 
from the public archives, Spanish and Mexican, 
which are necessary, in order that the courts in 
| the Territories and States, and afterwards the Su- 
| preme Court, may be enabled to understand the 
law by which the cases are to be adjusted. When 
this collection is made, it will have just as much 
authority as any other collection of that kind. I 
| happen to know that this is a subject in which the 
| judges of the court feela deep interest, as abso- 
lutely indispensable to enable them to discharge 
their duties properly. That is the state of the 
| case. 

Mr. RUSK. Then this appropriation is alto- 
cether wrong, because we need no agent. All that 
we need is a translator of these laws; for they are 
| here in the State Department. All the Mexican 
| laws apon the subject of land titles in California— 
| in fact, all the Mexican laws—are here in the State 
| Department. All that we need on the subject is 
| a translator, authorized to translate and publish 
| 
| 


| them. I know it is very difficuls to get inform- 
| ation—especially reliable information—by any 
| agent sent to Mexico. It is a matter almost im- 
| possible to do so; and I apprehend this would be 
| a needless expenditure of money. The amount is 
| not great, and if I thought any good would come 
of it, | would not care about it; but my opinion 
| is, that persons will depend upon the report we 
may receive for information, and when it comes, 
no information will be obtained; or, if any is ob- 
tained, it will be of such a character that, rather 
than throw any light on the subject, it will mis- 
lead. 

Mr. PRATT. If I apprehend precisely the 
amendment on which we are about to vote, it is of 
more importance than it is supposed generally to 
| be by the Senate. It directs the appointment of 
an officer to collect any documentary evidence 
which may exist in Mexico relating to land claims 
in California. Now, if we give authority to an 
officer of this Government to make that collection, 
it is an important inquiry whether we do not make 
what is coilected by him, per se, evidence in all 
cases of land claims existing in California. I would 
inquire of my friend from California whether, 
where there are conflicting claims under Mexican 
grants, or any conflicting claims in which Mexican 
grants or Mexican documentary evidence may be 
introduced, he is willing, by adopting this amend- 
ment, to put itin the power of an officer of this 
Government to make a book, which he is to pub- 
lish, under this authority, evidence in all such 
cases? I think, in that point of view, it is a ques- 
tion of deep importance, whether we shall be will- 
ing to intrust to any officer appointed by this 
Government, the power to select from existing 
Mexican documents, such as shall be evidence in 
reference to all land claims in California. 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, I do not see 
that the mere fact of the appointment of an agent 
to go to the city of Mexico for the purpose of ob- 
taining copies of decrees and laws which may 
exist there, would of itself necessarily make the 
| report of the agent legal testimony in the adjudi- 
cation of the cases. But, sir, there may be some 
objection to it. I do not desire that the evidence 
which is procured in the city of Mexico, shall 
be considered as evidence before the land com- 
missioners any further than it purports on its 
face to be. I do not believe that there is any vast 
amount of information to be acquired by this 
| agentwho may be dispatched to the city of Mex- 
| ico, but I think it is worth while for this Govern- 
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ment, if you can get an intelligent and hohest offi- 
cer, to report that there is nothing there; because 
I am sure that there will be a large amount of 
law manufactured in Mexico to suit the cases that 
may be pending before the commissioners. It is 
worth $10,000 to find out that fact alone—that 
there is nothing there. Then you will have pre- 
cluded these men from subsequently manufac- 
turing testimony, and manufacturing law, in the 
city of Mexico, in order to suit the particular 
cases which they may present before the land 
commissioners. For that reason I think it is 
highly politic that this officer should be appointed ; 
that some person should go there and ascertain 
the fact whether there be any testimony there 
which is calculated to affect the land titles that are 
vending before the commissioners, 

Mr. BERRIEN. Mr. President, the motion 
of the Senator from Texas, as I understand it, is 
to strike out the whole amendment. 

Mr. RUSK. That portion only relating to the 
appointment of an agent to collect Mexican laws 
and evidence in relation to Mexican titles. 

Mr. BERRIEN. I mean to say it is to strike 
out the whole of that portion of the amendment 
which relates to the collection of Mexican laws 
and documents. Mr. President, that portion of 
the amendment has two objects, one of which I 
should be disposed to support, and the other to 
oppose. So far as it proposes to collect the Mex- 
ican laws which may be applicable to the con- 
dition of California, it appears to me to be very 
proper that this Government should collect these 
laws, and put them into a volume accessible to 
all, and in such a form as to be easy of reference. 
For that we have a precedent in the case of 
Florida. When Florida was acquired, it became 
necessary, in settling the land titles in that ‘Terri- 
tory, to obtain easy access to the Spanish laws; 
and, under a resolution of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, Colonel White, of Florida, was ap- 
pointed to make that compilation. It was received 
and approved by Congress, and has been in com- 
mon use in the courts of the United States, when 
questions arise in relation to the land titles in 
lorida. So far, then, as this provision relates to 
the Mexican laws which may be applicable to 
land titles in California, it is, | think, very appro- 
priate. And the book which would be published 
from such collection would be received as authority 
in the courts of the United States. 

But the portion of the amendment on which I 
am speaking goes further. It provides for the 
collection of memorials relating to land claims in 
California, and for any documentary evidence that 
may be found upon that subject. In that extent, 
l am opposed to the appointment of any such 
agent. These are private documents, relating, l 
believe, to private interests, and | would not put 
upon any agent of the Government the responsi- 
bility of collecting together any documents which 
he might think of sufficient importance to be im- 
bodied in such a collection, and to exclude others 
which he might think not sufficiently important. 
Very serious injury might be produced to the 
rights of private individuals, by either the want of 
correct judgment, or the want of the correct exer- 
cise of that judgment by the agent who should be 
selected for this purpose. I would suggest, there- 
fore, to the Senator from Texas, so to modify his 
motion as to strike out the latter portion of the 
amendment—that relating to memorials and docu- 
ments—leaving the first part, which relates to the 
laws and ordinances of Mexico to be collected by 
the agent. 

Mr. RUSK. There was’ so much noise in the 
Chamber, that [ am satisfied the Senator from 
Georgia did not hear me when I was up before. 
The compilation of the Spanish laws, of which 
he speaks, comes upto about the time that the 
revolution took placein Mexico. So far, then, as 
the obtainment of the Spanish law is concerned, 
no good can result from the appointment of this 
agent. So faras I understand him, then, he ob- 
jects only to the collection of private memorials 
‘which shall operate as testimony. So far as the 
collection of Mexican laws or titles in California 
is concerned, they are already in the State De- 
partment. All that is necessary on the subject is, 
to appoint some Spanish scholar to collect the 
laws, and translate and publish them for the use 
of the Supreme Court. They are all in the State 

Department; and therefore no good can be accom- 
plished by the appointment of this agent; but I 
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ean see much injury, much mischief, that might 
There are large and valuable tracts of land in 
mtroversy in California. So soon as this avent 

is appointed here, an effort will he made, as a mat- 


{| 
result from it. | 
i 


hie way 
the other. Every effort will be made by agents 
for or against particular claims, to throw into his 
way such information, and such only as might 
onawer their purposes. So that when the laws 
and information arrive here, the collection will be 

"an unsatisfactory character; and so far from 
being of any benefit, may mislead and do serious 
injustice lo private claimants. 


cumstances, 


Under such clr- 
there is no necessity for the modifica- 
Itis an 


uion of my amendment. Important mat- 


ter. If the amendment itself be adopted, I be- 
lieve that serious consequences to individuals will 


grow out of it. and J ask the yeas and nays upon 


The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. President,the Com- 
nittee on Pablic Lands have reported a bill pro- 
viding for surveying the lands in California; and 
m that bill provision has been made for surveying 
the private claims—trying to distinguish them 
from the land which the Governmentowns. Other 
mtemplated, by which the lands 
owned by individuals shall be discriminated and 
distinguished from the lands which are vacant and 
unappropriated. [very gentleman will, therefore, 
erceive that it becomes a matter of con- 

lerable « maeequence to ascertain what claims in 

lifornia really belong to private individuals, and 
lnims do not; what claims are good, and 
W t claims are bad. 

Air R 


aval RI 


provisions are 


at once 


what « 


Sik. Will the Senator allow me to ex- 
plain to him, 
tained at 


that that information cannot be ob- 
Mexico at all. The manner in which 
the titles in Mexican countries are issued, is, that 
the party goes forward and petitions the authority 
of the place where he wishes the land. They take 
and send a copy of that petition to the Gevern- 
ment. If itis granted, it is returned, sanctioned 
by the Government, and becomes a part of the 
irchives of the place where the individual peti- 
The title is afterwards made out. He obtains it, 
containing a copy of the first petition, a copy of 
the order of the Ayuntamiento upon it, a copy of 
the order of the Government, and a copy of the 
law. He obtains a copy; but the original ts filed 
in the office where the Jand is cranted; and all of 
hat information is in California. 
be found in Mexico at all. 

Mr. WELLER. My friend from Texas is la- 
boring under a misapprehension. California was 
one of the Mexican departinents, and these grants 
were made directly by the Governor of the De- 
partment of California, with the concurrence of 
the Departmental Assembly. In order to make 
such a grant valid, it was only necessary that the 
peutioner should file an application with the Gov- 
ecnor; and the Governor could thereupon issue the 
grant; but it was necessary that the Departmental 
Assembly should confirm that grant, in order to 
a party a good title. Now, with that the 
upreme Government had nothing to do at all, 
and yet there were grants made by the Supreme 
Government cf Mexico in the departme nt of Cal- 
ifornia. The evidence of these grants is to be 
found, of course, at the seat of the Supreme Gov- 
ernment at the city of Mexico, so that i 
the rrants of 


None of it is 


oO 
‘ 


£ive 
Ss 


is unlike 
which the Senator from Texas has 
There are many grants in California— 

ost axtensive ones, which are held directly from 

e Governor of the department with the concur- 
rence of the Departmental Assembly. There are 
mineral lands in that 


spoken 


recly from the Sepreme Government, and the 

only evidence of the existence of these grants is to 

be found in the city of Mexico 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Ihave no doubt that 

the Senator from Texas is much more familiar 

with this subject than Iam, because his residence, 

and his connection with the Mexican Govern- 

ment have made him familiar with all these mat- | 
ters. But I recollect perfectly well, that about the 

time we were ratifying the Mexican treaty, the | 
grants to missions, and the grants made by the 

Supreme Government at Mexico to persons in 

California, who were to settle colonies in Califor- | 


matter which might bear on one side or | 


arate | 
tions, and remains there as a part of his title. | 


State—quicksilver lands for | 
Instance—and they are grants that are derived di- 
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nia, were questions which were very much mooted 
apprehend, from the remarks madeby | 


here; and 


the Senator from California, that the evidence in 
reference to all these things is to be found at 


| Mexico. 
ter of course, by adverse claimants, to throw into |! 


Now, to advert to the difficulties in which we 
shall be placed, [ call the attention of the Senate 
to the initiative legisiation—to the reports of the 
committees upon the subject. You will perceive 
at once that when our officers in California begin 
to act upon the subject of distinguishing public 
lands from private claims, all the individual in- 
terests which can be brought to operate upon 
them, will exhibit the claims which are claimed to 
be individual property. 


who has an individual claim, to exhibit that claim 
for the purpose of having it approved and sanc- 
tioned by the surveyors, and receivers, and regis- 
ters, and those who may be designated to act upon 
the claims—to allow or to reject them. Who is 
to represent the Government in all this ? 
the question that I want to bring to the considera- 
tion of the Senate. You will have individual in- 
terests, as I have already remarked, stimulating 
every individual claimant to bring forward all the 


documents in support of his claim. Now, sir, 


who is to represent the Government in the large | 
interests which will be involved in California? It | 


therefore seems to me that if there be any evidence 
to be found at the seat of Government of Mexico 
which will throw light upon this subject, it is well 
worth while to make an effort to obtain it. If we 
can get none, of course no harm can be done—no 
injury will be doneto anybody; but you may pos- 
sibly obtain evidence which will enable a commis- 
sioner sent out there to place information in the 
hands of the officers of the Government that will 
subserve valuable interests in behalf of the Gov- 
ernment. It is with that view that I think it will 
not be amiss to look into private memorials of 
claims which may be found in Mexico. It may 
be suggested that it may not constitute evidence. 
If it should not—if it requires additional proof to 
make it evidence upon the ground that foreign 
laws are facts to be proved in judicial proceedings 
like any other facts—still you obtain a knowledge 
that certain facts can be ascertained, and you 
know where you can look for evidence to sub- 
stantiate those facts. 
gained in that point of view. I think there is a 
good deal in the idea suggested by the Senator 
from California, that if you get nothing more than 
to find that there are no facts, it may have a tend- 
ency to preclude the fabrication of facts upon 
which feeble claims may be predicated hereafter. 
It therefore seems to me, that connecting together 
all these suggestions, this expenditure of $10,000 
may result in something valuable; and, if it does 
not, very little harm will be done. 


Mr. HUNTER. 


ry 
This amendmant was report- 


ed from the Committee on Finance upon the rec- | 


ommendation of Judge Catron of the Supreme 
Court, and Mr. Attorney General Crittenden. I 
ask that the letters of Judge Catron and the Act- 
ing Secretary of the Interior may be read. 
They were read, as follows: 

WASHINGTON, April 7, 1852. 
Sir: On yesterday I was shown a document signed by 
the two Senators and one of the Representatives from the 
State of California, asking your opinion as to what amount 


of money would be necessary to send an agent to Mexico. | 


for the purpose of collecting the laws applicable to land 
claims, now in course of investigation by the Board of Com 


missioners in California, and likely to be presented (in | 


part) to the Supreme Court of the United States. 

I agree with Attorney General Crittenden’s statement, 
indorsed on the paper referred to, that the compilation of 
the laws proposed is not only necessary, but indispensable, 
in my opinion, to a proper understanding of the laws, ac 
cording to which the claims originated. The eleventh sec- 
tion of the act of March 3d, 1851, imposes the duty, in 
terms, on the district and supreme courts to adjudge the 
claims according to the ** laws, usages, and customs” of 
the Government from which each respective claim is de- 
rived. This duty Congress demands, and it must be per- 
formed. But it is impossible to do so unless the laws are 


known to the judges, according to which they are com- 
manded to decide. 


treaty, they are as much municipal laws as those of Loui- 
siana ; and the courts of justice are equally bound to admin- 


ister them. without proof of their existence and import. I 
therefore hope the courts will, at the soonest day, he fur- | 


nished with a collection of those laws, and a true transla- 
tion of them. 


trifle compared with the enonnous amount in dispute. 
I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 


JOHN CATRON. 
To the Hon. A. H. H. Stvarr, 
Secretary of the Interior. 


" 


You have private inter- | 
ests, private motives, to operate upon any one | 


That is | 


There will be something | 


| the door upon that practice, the better. 
* send outan agent, the Senator says that these peo- 


These laws were foreign to our coun- | 
try previous to the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. Since that | 


| claime from this time forward? 


As two the amount of expense, it is a mere | 





May 26, 


RNa 


DePaRTMENT OF TRE InTERIOR, April 7, 1859, 
Six: T have the honor to request that an appropriation 
of $10,000 may be made, by the deficiency bill, now pend. 
ing before the Senate, to enable the Department to send an 
agent to the city of Mexico, to collect, transiate, and com. 


| pile the various laws of the Mexican Congress, ani the or. 


dinances of the Supreme Executive of that Republic, having 
reference to donations and grants of public lands, &e. The 
Soard of Commissioners, appointed under the act of 3d of 
March, 1851, to ascertain and settle land titles in California, 
is now in session at San Francisco, and it will probably 
soon become necessary in the discharge of their functions, 
under that act, for the courts of the United States to ad 
judge and determine the validity of those tithes according 
to the laws, us ges, and customs of theGovernment from 
which they weregerived. Prior to the treaty ot Guadalupe 
Hidalgo, these laws and customs were foreign to the coun 
try, and are now but little known or anderstood 5 and the 
necessity, therefore, of placing in the hands of the officers 


| of the Government and of the Judiciary, the laws, usages, 


and customs by whieh their actionis to be governed, is alike 
obvious and indispensable. 
{ am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant, 
J.J. CRITTENDEN, Acting Secretary 
Hon. R. M. T. Hunter, 
Chairman Commiitee on Finance, 
Senate of the United States 


Mr. RUSK. I dislike to be troublesome, but | 
see that by the adoption of this afendment we 
are going to make matter which I believe will be 
of serious injury to claimants in California. As 
far as the laws, which seem to be principally asked 
for by the Secretary of the Interior, are concerned, 
they are all in the State Department. All that is 
necessary on that subject is, to procure a Spanish 


| scholar to collect the laws relating to the grants of 


land, and translate and publish them; and then 
you will have all the information. You can then 
make them evidence in your courts, and before 
the commissioners. Then you will have all the 
information, so faras the lawsareconcerned. But 
the letter, I see, goes to the ** usages’’ and ** cus- 
toms,’’ and contemplates the obtaining of matter 
which is to be used as evidence in relation to 
grants, &ce. Now, I have some experience in 
this matter. After the revolution in Texas took 


| place, and after the battle of San Jacinto, the for 


mer Governor and Secretary of State of Coahuila 
and Texas manufactured titles—ante-dated and 
manufactured them—to the amount of thousands 
of leagues. Suppose you appoint this commis 
sioner and send him to Mexico. It is known that 
he is going there. They will allow him or not, 
as they choose, (and, by the way, they will be 
very jealous as fo allowing him,) to ransack their 
archives. They will manufacture to order grants 
and petitions, and all these sorts of orders, and 
you will have no guarantee upon earth that they 
are correct, and thousands and thousands of acres, 
and perhaps the rights of individuals to land to 
the value of thousands of dollars will be jeopard- 
ized by this ex parte testimony, taken when they 
are notthere. I know there are difficulties about 
it. If an individual claims a grant of Jand in Cali- 
fornia, there may be some difficulty in obtaining 
evidence of it in the archives of Mexico; if there 
is an adverse claim there will be great difficulty 
about it. But you send this agent, who knows 
nothing of this matter, and he collects what per- 
haps is manufactured upon the occasion in Mex 
ico; and that is taken to determine the rights of 
the individuals in relation to their claims. And, 
when you get them, are they evidence? Not at 
all. The law requires the best evidence of which 
the nature of the case will admit; and this matter, 
taken ex parte, in this way, without either party 
having a right to examine into and determine its 
validity, will become no evidence at all, unless you 
pass an act of Congress to make it so. Under 
such circumstances, I see mischief in it; no good 
can result fyom it, and therefore 1 oppose it. 

Mr. BADGER. I am really unaware of the 
difficulty which my friend from Texas sees in this 
matter. I think his reasoning is remarkably in- 
consecutive. He says that these people will forge 
papers by thousands. Now, the sooner spe 

we 


ple will manufacture false claims. Well, they wil! 
have until the agent goes there, and the returns 
are made, to manufacture false claims. Now, if 
we appoint no agent, does my friend suppose there 
will not be the same room to manufacture false 
What good is 
done by it? As the honorable Senator from Ca!- 
ifornia says, it will be worth $10,000 to have an 
agent to go there, and report that no memorials 
or claims respecting lands in California can be 
found in the public archives there. This fact, so 
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ascertained, will furnish strong presumptive evi- 
dence of the fraud of subsequent papers which | | 
might be introduced. 1 
Then again, the Senator from Texas attributes, | 
1 think, en tirely undue force to this proceeding. 
You are to get memorials of claims existing in || 
the public chives there. Now, when you get 
them, what are they? They are but the memo- 
rials of claims. They-ascertain the fact that there 
were such memorials there. They give to the 
laims no more effect or validity than if produced 
by private ndivigu: als. If the memorial is neces- 
under the Spanish and Mexican laws, to 











ea 


ake nine the nature and extent of the grant 
founded upon it, why then, as a part of the grant, 
it ought to be evidence for the purpose of deter- 
The only effect of the amendment 


mining that. 
to procure the papers they are there. It 
gives them no different or other effect than they 
would have if produced by private individuals; 
end, as the Senator from California says, it will 
ave an influence in checking, at all events speed- 
lly, that process, which the Senator from Texas 
fears, of manufacturing false memorials and false 
imims. 


Mr. SOULE. Mr. President, I am decidedl; 
: favor of striking out the clause now under i 


bate. It would confer upon an individual, who- 
eyer he may be, a power | am not ready to sut- 
individual. It would constitute 

im apriovia judge of what constitutes the laws 
of Mexico. 


or laws aeé 


ender to any 


Nor would he be limited to search 
nominated by that name explicitly; 

ut he would be the judg other evidences of 
the law prevailing it adas. | hardly know of 
any individual in this country who, being at all 
the importance of the duties which 
such a provision would impose upon him, would 
dare to assume it. If he did, I would hardly be 
brought to place the least Slee in the judg- 


ment which he might pass upon a subject of s« 


conscious Ol 


vast import ce. 

The laws of Mexico are written laws, to be 
found in books where they have been carefully 
printed, and are accessible to the Government, 
nd accessible to every individual. Let these 


laws be printed by us, and let our tribunals, 
: 


through a transiation of these laws, be enabled to * 


see what they mean, and what their bearing is, 
and not sufler any individual to be constituted the 
iudge of what is the law in Mexico. | place the 
most absolute confidence in the judgment and dis- 
cretion of the Attorney General; but, however far 
that confidence may go, it does not co far enough 
to incline mre to let him be the judge of these great, 


} triceate ‘ : ry’ ‘ } 
Q intricate questions, ine tribunals 
i 


omple Xe 
fth . a wens e > , +} 2 
ifthe country will have to do, in the present case, 
what they have had to do in respect to Louisiana 
—what thev have had to do with respect to Flor- 
da. ‘They then had the books—they had trans- 

ions from those books; but nothing throug 
which the authority of a private individual coul 
under any circumstances, supersede the majesty 
of thelaw itself. I shall vote for striking out, 
decidedly. 

Mr. GEYER 
would propose an 
following words: 


h 
Pp 


Before the question is taken, I 
amendment to strike. out the 


** And also such copies, or memorials of said claims, as 
may be obtained from the records of the Mexican Govern 
nent, and all such other documentary official evidence as 
he Sa id Attorney Gengral may deem necessary and proper, 
and may direct to be procured.” 


My object is to sirike out all that part of the 
amendment which relates to copies of memorials 
of claims. 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. President, I should like 
to have the unanimous consent of the Senate to 
pass over this amendment for the present. I am 
not satisfied myself with the phraseology of the 
clause. I do not know that I shall be prepared, 
upon an examination of it, to vote for it as it now 

stands. I never have had an opportunity of ex- 

amining the provisions of this clause till to-day; 
and I ask that it may be passed over by the unan- 
mous consent of the Senate. 

Mr. RUSK. I will consent to that, if the hon- 
orable Senator desires it; but whatever may be 

necessary to be done upon this subject can be put 
into some of the other appropriation bills. — It will 
be hetter to place it in some other bill, and then I 
shall go with the Senator in 
formation that may be nieiaeny. 


Mr. WELLER. * We shall consume one day 





appointment of an agént to collect Mexi 


procuring any in- 
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| more, at least, in _passing upon the other amend- 


| ments; and if, afier we get through the other 
amendments, I am satisfied I can procure such a 


, 


| section as will be satisfactory, 1 will offer it. 


Agreeably to the request of Mr. Wexrer, the 
latter portion of the amendment, relating to the 
can and 
Spanish | laws with regard to land titles, was passed 
over informally. ; 

The first portion of the amendment providing 
for payment for printing and binding the report on 
commerce and navigation, was concurred in. 

The next amendment, made as in Committee of 
the Whole, was to insert: 

For additional compensation for increasing the trans 
portation of the United States mail between New York and 








Liverpool, in the Collins line of steamers, to nty-six 
trips per annum, at such times as shall be directed by the 
Postmaster General, and in conformity to his last annual 
report to Congress, and his letter of the Lith of November 
jastto the Secretary of the Navy. commencing said increased 
service on the Ist of January, 1852. at the rat 3.000 ne 
trip, in lieu of the present allowance, the sum of $236,500 
Provided, That it shall be in the power of Congress, at 
any time aiter the 3leq day of December, 1851, to termi 
nate the arrangement for any additional allowance herei 
provided for, upon giving six months’ notic 

wh DoOLTd wATCT ny 

The PRESIDENT. ihe question Is on con- 
curring in that amendment. 

n ™ . . ° 
Mr. CHASE. Mr. President, I offe ie fi 
} 

lowing amendment to the amendment 

And provided, further, That the proprietors ot d ne 
of steamers shali consent to such a inodification of the ex 
isting contract that the Postmaster General 1 v advertise 
for, and accept proposals, for carrying the mails in suitabl 
steamships, of not less than two thousand tons burden, be 
tween the United States and Great Brit rom and afte 
the said 3lst day of December, 1854, whe ud contract 
shall cease to be obligatory; and the Postmaste 
in case said modification shall be agreed to, shall adverti 
for such proposals, which shall be submitted to Cougr 


the next session 
My object in offering the amendment is,as I 
stated to the Senate the other day, to piace this 


contract upon the same footing with the ordinary 


‘ontracts for the transportation of the mails. TI e 
Senate have already, at this session, 1 sed a bill 
authorizme the Postmaster General to advertise 
for conveying the mails between Vera Cruz and 
New Orleans, in a suitable steamship of a burden 
fixed by the terms of the law. 

WV ¢ are id vised by the advocates ( origil ul 
amendment that this contract is onerous upon tl 
ontractor so onerous, indeed, that they W 1] be 
obliged to abandon from sheer 1 ity unless 
tnelr compensation be ine 1 ed ‘} bey mm Lo 
Ci ress tor rincrease ¢ compel | 
pro ed, on the other hand, I ! titv of 
the servic ull be increased ( In addition to 
that, lt propose that the contract itself shall termi- 
nate at the period when Congress, by the terms of 
the amen iment as it now stands, may withdraw 
the addi tional con pen sati 

hie. obisetiods ot to put an end to the transport 
ation of the mails in steamships between this coun 
try aa foreign countries rar trom it, s} I 
recognize fully the duty of this Government to 
provide for the transportation of the mails between 
our own and other countries. I go further: I be- 
leve that it 3s the true poucy or this ountry to 
confine this service to American hand I would, 
therefore, be very far from favoring anv scheme 


which would lead tothe abandonment of ocean 


steam mail transportation by the Government 

On the other hand, it seems to meé rat th 
system of contracts with particular individuals for 
long periods, ioe nothing in it to recommend 
to legislative favor It might be justified as an 
experiment, at the outset ef ocean mail transport 


| ation, when no contract could be made except 
upon these terms. But since the experiment has 
been tried and has proved successful, surely we 
ought to avail ourselves of the earliest possible 
opportunity of bringing these contracts into our 
general mail system. This amendment simply ef- 
fects that object. As the matter now 
cording to the friends of the Collins | 
prietors are ubout to abandon their existing 
contract. They say, however, that they can go 
on, and that they will go on, if we grant them this 
additional compensation. We are urged to grant 
it, by appeals to national pride and public policy; 
apneals, | am free to confess, which have great 
influence upon me. But while I am thus disposed, 
I am unwilling to depart, any further than is ab- 
solutely necessary, from our general system, 
| which is applicable not merely to our foreign 


| transportation, but to our domestic postal system. 


stands, ac- 


ine, its pro- 
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I would have the systém uniform in its applica: 








tion to all transportation. 


If this amendment be adopted, I am prepared to 
errant additional compensation for the limited 
period contemplated, and allow these gentlemen, 
with their steamships already constructed and 
benefited by this appropriation, to come into com- 
petition with future bidders for the foreign mail 
contract. On the other hand, let the Government 
be left at liberty to avail itself of any new royte 
that may be proposed—the Northeastern and Gal 
way route for example—which shortens the dis 
eral hundred miles, and effects a great 


iving of time. Let the Government avail itself 
f all the routes, and all the competition betweer 
them. Leave the contracts open, precisely as all 
other contracts are left open—bring your ocean 


nai! steam system within you general postal ar- 
—place itupon a footing which cannot 
lain iad of by the country as one of favor- 
sm and joobing, and then I think it will be sus- 
ined, and sustained liberally and cordially 
Mr.SEWARD. Mr. President, after having 
.\ddressed the Senate with so much latitude, in fa- 
vor of the origin: al amendment at an early day, f 


had tended to forbear altogether from further 

in the debate. | rise now, not for 
the purpose of arguing at length the merits of the 
proposition submitted by my honorable friend 
from Ohio, but barely to present the objections 
which Ll entertain to the amendment which he 
has offered. The proprietors of these steamer# 
want !. They have shown that the sum whici 


he original amendment provides, i: 


s the least 
answer their purposes, The honor- 


n will 
e Senator from Ohio says we shall have his vote 
or that aid, upon a condition to which he re- 
iires us to accede; and that is, that the contract 
ny be terminated at the expiration of two years 
W hat, then, would be the condition of the enter 


rise, and of the persons engaged In it, at that 

The contract is broken up! The vast out- 
1y and expense in procurring and furnishing these 
borne by the proprietors ! The 


property falls into the hands of the proprietors 


teamers has een 


Chev have these steamers upon their hands, and 
ie Government is at liberty to make contracts 
vith hers wno n underbid them. The effect of 
vould be to throw upon ther hands property 
which they have no leg timate use. The steam- 

ey were built undera contract with the United 
States, for the purposes, not of the proprietors, but 
» United States, and of an entirely different 

ind character from what the merchants 
would have built for their own use. The ships 
e required to be built so as to carry the matis; 


ley were required practically to be built so that 
creater expedi- 
teamers;and, moreover, they 


ey wou decarry the mails with 
than any others 
were req! ired to be built best adapted to warlike 


Now, these merchants do not want, for their 
oWnh purposes, steamers adapted to warlike pur- 
s,and, if they are thrown upon their hands 


y will not want them for the purpose of carrying 
e ma The proposition of the Senator from 
Ohno, the yre,amounts to this: That the United 
States, after having engaged these citizens to build 


steamers chiefly for the use of the Government, 
‘vy way of experiment,a id, aftey | naving made the 


experiment, and demor aes its practicability v, 
terminate the contfiet at the end of two 
:s,and, for the sake of a better bareain, throw 

the burden of the loss upon the proprietors, 
| should have no objection to the amendment 
of the honorable Senator from Ohio at all, if the 
Senate would add toita provision that th® Gov 

. ! 


should take the sleamers on the terms of the 
contract, at the expiration of that time. But, I 
should offer that 
, the honorable Senator would 
retreat from his proposition. That being thecase, 
we are obiiged to decline to accede to it. The 
boon which the honorable Senator offers is too 
costly altogether. Itislike the gratitude of Rome— 
the recipients would sink beneath its weight. 

Mr. CHASE. Mr. President, shail detain 
the Senate butasingle moment. Thisamendment 
was offered by me in good faith, for the purpose 
of putting the proposition in a sha pe 1 which 
some of those who are opposed generally to this 
steamship contract system, could vote for it; and 
it was framed in precise accordance with a bil! 

| which hasalready passed the Senate at this session, 


f sure that the moment we 


amendment, i 
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woviding for a steam mail ship communication 
cian New Orleans and Vera Cruz. I could 
not have anticipated an objection, such as has 
been made by the honorable Senator from New 
York, because we have been informed repeatedly 
in the course of the debate upon this subject, that 
if this increased compensation is not allowed, the 
proprietors of these steamships will abandon, and 
must necessarily abandon their contract. What 
then follows? They cannot ask the Government 
to take these steamships off their hands, because 
they have broken their contract with the Govern- 
ment, under the pressure, it is said, of an urgent 
necessity which they could not control. I do not 
dispute the existence of that necessity, but if that 
necessity does exist—if they are prepared now 
to abandon their .contract—if they have thereby 
released the Government from its obligation to 
take these steamships at their original cost, then 
the absence of such a privision in this amendment 
cannot be a legitimate ground of complaint, be- 
cause they come to usin the very same predica- 
ment in which the emendment would place them. 
I do not propose, however, to prolong the debate: 
but as | conceive the amendment to be one of some 
importance, I will ask for the yeas and nays 
upon it. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, I should regard 
the passage of the amendment of the Senator from 





Ohio as a defeat of the whole measure. Its adop- 
tion would render it excessively doubtfil whether 
I would vote for the proposition myself. The 
umendment of the Senator from Ohio provides— 

«That the proprietors of said line of steamers shall con- 
sent to such a modification of the existing contract, that 
the Postmaster General may advertise for and accept pro 
posals for carrying the mails in suitable steamships, of not 
less than two thousand tons burden, between the United 
States and Great Britain, from and after the said 31st day of 
December, 1854, when said contract shall cease to be ob- 
ligatory.’’ 

This takeso way the quality of these ships, which 
constitutes one of the main grounds on which 1 
have voted for them. According to this propo- 
sition, you have no security for the strength of 
the ships, and therefore they will be suitable only 
for the purpose of carrying the mails. They 
would not be suitable for war purposes, and could 
not be used by the Government in case of emer- 
One of the strongest arguments in favor 
of this system, which induced me to support it at 
all, is, that if we have a sufficient number of these 
ships employe d in carrying the mail, we shall save 
much more in other ways, by that means, than 
we lay out upon these ships. 

They will save us great expense by preventing 
the necessity of adding to the Navy proper; be- 
cause we must necessarily keep pace with other 
countries who are improving their naval forces, 
either by adding to the Navy proper, or having | 
shins under such arrangements that, in case of an 
emergency, we can use them for purposes of na- 
tional defense. Then if we abandon the war 
qualities of these ships, a necessity exists at once, 
if we are to keep peace with other countries, to 
add to our steam navy proper. That will bring 
along with it a great train of expenditures. It 
must necessarily add to the number of officers, 
and to the number of seamen, who will have but 
little ifany employment, so long as peace remains, 
and I trust thatewill be a great while; and the bet- 
ter we are prepared for war, the less will be its 
yrobable occurrence. * 

There will be another difficulty in regard to the 
amendment to the amendment. It provides also, 
‘« that the Postmaster General, in case said mod- 
‘ification shall be agreed to, shall advertise for 
‘such proposals, wifich shall be submitted to Con- 
‘sress at the next session.’’ Now, according to 
this, (he contract is to terminate ina little over 
two years. What is to be the effect of that? It 
will, in my judgment, be simply to strengthen and | 


gency. 


enconrage the rival Cunard line. The Cunarders : 


will at once see that you will get into another 
squabble about making another contract, and they 
will be ready then to take the monopoly of car- 
rying your mails. What followsfromthat? The 
right to charge what postage they please—the 
right to charge what freight they may choose, and 
the right to charge just what they may please for 
passengers. The adoption of the amendment of 
the Senater from Ohio, therefore, will lead to an 
abandonment of this contract. It will be a tem- 
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| uance alone. My support of the original amend- 
ment goes upon the ground that we are to carry 
our own mails, and that weare to have the control 
of the ships. 

I see already—and it is brought about by the 
present arrangement—that propositions are Liles 
made in England to the American Minister to 
consultin regard to the reduction of ocean postage. 
I am just reminded by the honorable Senator from 


Louisiana, [Mr. Sovute,] that the British charge | 


now $1 25 for a letter going to Porto Rico, be- 
cause every letter going in that way has to go by 
their steamers. ‘The whole history of that Gov- 
ernment shows that as soon as we abandon the 
carrying Of the mail between this country and 
England, we will throw the monopoly into their 
hands; and they will then put on a tariff of post- 
ages that will bring in a large revenue to that 
| Government. Now, Il amnot willing to give Eng- 
land that advantage, and so great an expense as 
| will follow to the citizens of my own country. 
Correspondence is important tocommerce. The 
prompt dispatch of letters has an important bear- 
ing upon the price of the articles you have to sell, 
and the price of the articles you have to consume. 
The additional compensation which is asked by 
the original amendment, will amount to less than 
two cents ahead upon the people of the United 
States. Now, are you going to abandon this line 
for the purpose of saving this amount of money, 


| when you will lose twenty times as much by giv- | 


ing the monopoly of carrying information between 
the raisers of your produce and the purchasers of 


itin England, and in Europe, into the hands of a | 
foreign Government with all the advantages which || 


will follow to other nations and other disadvant- 
ages which must necessarily result to us? 

In my investigations upon this subject, a cir- 
cumstance has fallen under my observation, and I 
beg leave to mention it to the Senate. I will pre- 
mise it by saying that you have invited foreigners 
here by your liberal laws in relation to naturaliza- 
tion, and by your liberal provision in regard to the 
public lands. You have made them citizens. They 
have correspondence with their relations whom 
they have left behind them. I have ascertained 
from two or three individuals, that the laborers, 
and especially the Irish females who labor hard 
for very small wages, save about one half their 
earnings, purchase small bills of exchange, trans- 
mit them to the country from which they came to 
relieve poverty and want in aged parents, who 


have not the means of coming to this country. | 
When you abandon this line, you surrender into | 


the hands of the British Government the power 
to tax at high rates, this correspondence of your 
own citizens—these messengers of affection be- 
tween the daughter and the mother. I for oneam 
not willing, under any pretense whatever, to sur- 
render such a power into the hands of a foreign 
Government for the purpose of taxing these indi- 
viduals, whose conduct in this particular is so 
highly creditable to human nature. 

Sir, we have money in the Treasury. The 
Treasury is overflowing. That money you can- 
not keep there. It willbe expended. Your rev- 
enues are rapidly increasing; every year the money 
will be expended either upon useful objects—and 
this I regard as one of the most useful—or it will 
be squandered to favorites who may do the most 
work in a presidential election. The money will 
go out of the Treasury of the United States in 
one of these two ways. Here I say, that by the 
expenditure of a small amount you will benefit 
commerce—benefit the planting and purchasing 
part of the community—benefit your citizens gen- 
erally, and do yourselves the credit ef rivaling a 
Power which has hitherto claimed the mastery of 
the seas, by this line which has already succeeded 
in distancing your opponents. Under such cir- 
cumstances, I shall vote against any proposition 
whatever, calculated to embarrass the original 
amendment; and I hope and trust that we shall 
take the question on it soon, without much further 
discussion. I would like to say more, but I be- 
lieve every Senator’s mind must be fully made up, 
and I do not think any changes will be made by 
talking, of which there has been too muchalready. 

Mr. PRATT. I desire to say, in reference to 
the amendment for the Collins line of steamers, 
that I consider myself governed by what I have 
ascertained to be the wish and desire of the mer- 
cantile interest of the State which I have the honor 








| judgment demanded; but having ascertained what 
is the wish of the interest in my State which jg + 
be benefited, or otherwise by it, I desire t : 
| out ia good faith what is their desire. 

Now, sir, thmk I can show ina few words 
that there is hardly a Senator upon this floor—not 
even the Senator from Ohio, I think—who can 
vote for the amendment to the amendment, if jt is 
properly understood. The Senate is aware that 
the Government of Great Britain is paying to jts 
line of steamers a large amount of mone This 
amendment proposes that after the end of the year 
1854, the Postmaster General shall advertise fo; 
proposals to carry the American mail, not confiy. 
ing it to Americaff steamers, but leaving the com. 
petition open to the British line of steamers. Every 
Senator knows that if this were so, the British 
Government, paying some $600,000 or $700,000 
to their line of steamers for carrying their mai! 
could carry the American mail without additional 
cost. The inevitable result, therefore, is, if yoy 
adopt the amendment of the Senator from Ohio, to 
throw the carriage of the American mail to the 
sritish line of steamers; for it can underbid the 
American steamers which are confined to carrying 
the American mail, provided that the British Goy. 
ernment continue to pay their line the amount 
they now pay. Thatisbeyondadoubt. It must 
be evident to the mind of every one rho will look 
to it. I therefore, in attempting to carry out 
what I believe to be the wish of the great mercan- 

| tile interest of Maryland, shall vote against this 
amendment to the amendment, because I am sure 
it will have for its direct tendency and inevitable 
result, that the British steamers, and those alone, 
| will be employed in carrying the mail between 
New York and Liverpool, 
Mr. CHASE. Mr. President, it was not my 
| design to admit in competition for carrying this 
mail any other than American steamers, and | 
presume, if it was not found out by the Senator 
from Maryland, no person would suppose that 
any other but an American steamer could enter 
‘into this competition. I will say, further, that no 
such-idea was ever suggested with reference to the 
steamships which are to ply between Vera Cruz 
and New Orleans. The provision there was simply 
for steamships; and, if the objection applies in this 
case, it applies quite as forcibly to that. For the 
purpose, however, of obviating the objection, I 
will insert, with the consent of the Senate, between 
the word ‘‘suitable’’and the word ‘‘ steamships,” 
the word ‘* American.”’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Maneum 
in the cheir.) That alteration can only be made 

| by unanimous consent. 

Mr. PRATT. I object to it. The yeas and 
nays have been ordered upon the amendment of 
the Senator from Ohio, and I want to vote upon 
that amendment upon which the yeas and nays 
have been ordered. 

Mr. CHASE. I am not disposed to quarrel 
with the decision of the Chair, but I would simply 

| suggest that a few days since, the President of the 
Senate, then occupying the chair, held that under 
the rule,an maaan of this sort could be made 
by a majority of the Senate, without unanimous 
consent. That decision was made upon a sug- 
gestion of my friend from North Carolina, who 
may recollect it. 

Mr. BADGER. That is the case; but I was 
about suggesting to my friend from Maryland to 
withdraw his objection. It does not advance the 
matter at all; because the Senator from Ohio, if 
this proposition should be voted down, could im- 
mediately offer an amendment with the word ob- 
jected to in it. 

Mr. PRATT. My only objection is, that the, 
Senator asserts in the commencement of his speech, 
that I was the only one in the Senate who had 
discovered this, and therefore intimated that his 
amendment does not correctly bear the construc- 
tion which I have put upon it. If the Senator be- 
lieves what he has argued to the Senate, then he 
is prepared to vote for the amendment as it stands. 


0 Carry 


|| I want to see if he is willing to record his vote in 


favor of the amendment as it stands. He says it 
| does not bear the construction which I have placed 
upon it. Now, I want to see if, upon the yeas 
and nays, he will vote for his own amendment. 
Mr. BADGER. I admit now that the Senator 
| from Maryland is right. 
Mr. CHASE. I submit always to the correc- 


porary continuance of it, and a temporary contin- | in part to represent here, rather than what my | tion of gentlemen who are distinguished by their 
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lezal knowledge, and uniform courtesy, as is the 1 
Sevator from Maryland. I will therefore avail 
myself of his suggestion, and move to insert the 
word ** American ** before the word ** steamships.”’ 

Mr. RUSK. Is not that out of order? Is not 
the proposition pending, an amendment to an 
amendment? : 
~ The PRESIDING OFFICER. That amend- 
ment cannot now be made. There is already an 
amendment to the amendment pending. , 

Mr. CHASE. 1 think that I can modify it 
without unanimous consent, if the Senator from 
Maryland should persist in his objection. And || 
now [| will go on with the few remarks which lI 
have to make, in reply to the honorable Senator 
from Texas. 

So far as his objection relates to the adaptability 
of these steamers to war purposes, I will say that 
that was discussed in reference to the Vera Cruz | 
and New Orleans line; and the Senate then deter- 
mined, by a very considerable majority, that this 
adaptation was not necessary to a steamer em- 
pl yyed in the transportation of the mails, I rec- 
ollect very well that, upon that occasion, it was 
argued with much ability and eloquence, that it 
was a matter of extreme necessity that that necu- 
liar feature should be retained in the bill, for the 
purpose of protecting our commerce against dep- 
redations. But the Senate were of a different 
opinion. They thought that the business of trans- 
porting the mails ought to be disconnected from 
our naval service. In that opinion I certainly con- 
cur, and I do not now propose to reargue the 
srounds of it. 

The second objection of the honorable Senator 
from Texas is, that this amendment proposes 
the abandonment of the contract. It does pro- 
pose to abandon the contract, or, rather, to termi- | 
nate the contract, with the consent of the con- 
tractors, after two years. It proposes to do noth- 
ing without their consent. If they do consent, 
they consent voluntarily, and of their free will, and 
in view of the additional compensation to be 
granted. Now, suppose they consent; what, then, 
follows, according tothe argument of the Senator? 
Why, that we abandon all ocean postal arrange- 
ments. [see no such consequence. If that were 
to follow, I have already said that I would be one 
of the very last to propose anything which would 
interfere with our communication between the Old 
World and the New; anything which would inter- 
fere with that communication under American 
control; for I believe that that communication 
should be maintained; and I believe, also, that it | 
should be maintained under American direction and | 
control. 

But the Senator from Texas, it seems to me, a 
little overshoots the mark when he appeals to us 
to continue this system of contracts, in order that 
we may convey cheaply letters from the Irish em- 
ployees of the hotels and private families. Sir, I 
desire to convey these letters cheaply. I would 
convey them, if I could, at far cheaper rates than 
they now pay. I would lay no tax, which was 
not absolutely necessary, upon the interchanges of 
affection. But what does the Senator propose to | 
do? He proposes to make affection tributary to 
war; he proposes to make benevolence minister to 
conflict; he proposes to lay a tax upon this very 
communication for the purpose of cheapening the 
expense to the Government in regard to its naval 
marine. His argument, therefore, makes against 
himself. Let this ocean postage communication 
be open to contract; do not burden it with a por- 
tion of the war expenses of the Government; and, 
my word for it, we will have transportation at 
cheaper rates than we can possibly have under 
the system of contracts, for long periods of time, 
with special individuals. 

Again: the Senator complains that by terminat- 
ing this contract we introduce a system of favorit- 
ism. Why, Mr. President, the very object of 
this amendment is to get rid of that. What fa- 
voritism can be worse than employing particular 
individuals for long periods of years, giving them 
& greater rate of compensation than is paid forthe 
same service to the British steamers, and then in- 
crease that compensation as largely as the original 
amount proposes to increase it? That may be en- || 
dured, if it is for a limited time. The amendment, 
as It now stands, proposed to limit this additional 
compensation to two years, or rather not to limit 
it to two years, but to retain to Congress the power | 
of discontinuing it after the term of two years. |. 
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Whatis that power? Why,we know very well that 
it is one which cannot and will not be exercised, if 
you put a pressure outside of the walls of Congress 
which will be potent enough with this increased 
compensation, and the prospect of its continuance 
during a period of seven years to come, to defeat | 
all efforts to discontinue it. I am, therefore, in | 
favor of a plain, open course upon this subject. 

Terminate the contract at the end of two years, 

instead of retaining to Congress the right simply 


| to discontinue the increase of compensation. Leave 


the contract with the Government open to free 
competition, only provided that your transportation 
shall bein suitable vessels and of suitable tonnage. 
Leave it open to free competition, and not only 
shall we not be visited with any of the disastrous 
consequences which the Senator predicts, but I 


|| am quite confident that we will promote the cause 


of cheap ocean postage, and therefore minister to 
those communications for which he has been so 
eloquent an advocate. I thank him, Mr. Presi- 
dent, for every word which he utters in favor of 
persons so circumstanced; and if I believed it was 
necessary to abandon this amendment of mine to 
achieve that object, | should most certainly do so. | 
But I do not believe it; I believe the object will be 


| defeated by the very plan which he recommends. 


Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I want the ear of 
the Senator from Ohio for a moment; for I should 
be exceedingly sorry to find myself in the predic- 


| ament in which he puts the supporters of the ori- 


ginal amendment. | think that I will show him, in 
about three minutes—and | do not want to occupy 
more time—that it is exactly the reverse of the 
case as he puts it. He says that, by supporting 
this amendment, we tax civilization and domestic 
affection, and make them subsidiary to war, be- 





| cause, by this payment to these vessels, we get 
» ¥} ’ 


more expensive ships than we otherwise might 
have. Now, sir, just look at it. Wemust have— 
we are bound to have—a steam marine. Accord- 
ing to the report of the Secretary of the Navy,a 
steam frigate costs $196,000 a year to lie still, 
making visits of state about the harbors of the 
Mediterranean, entertaining savage princes, and 
so forth. It costs us $196,000 a year to keep a 
steam frigate thus employed; while, with the ad- 
ditional ship that is to be put upon this line, the 
average expense for keeping up each of these ships 
will only amount to a little more than $170,000 a 
year; and they will be more efficient for the pur- 


poses of war—better ships than were ever built | 
for the Navy. We will then have these ships at 


$170,000 a year, each doing this service. You 


will make these vessels-of-war subsidiary to the | 


purposes of civilization, and the interchange of 
all those communications, which civilized and re- 
fined society must keep up on both sides of the 
Atlantic. We make these vessels subsidiary to 
that, instead of making them subsidiary to war, 
and we do it at a cheaper rate than we could keep 
up vessels-of-war doing nothing. There are to be 
five of these vessels. The original amendment 
proposes to pay them $858,000 a year, which 
makes about $170,000 a piece. To keep up a 
steam frigate costs $196,000 a year. One of these 
vessels carries the mails semi-monthly across the 
ocean, and discharges this high demand of civil- 
ization, and of affection, and everything he 
belongs to an advanced state of society and civTl- 
ized life; and instead of costing more for doing 
that, it actually costs less. 

In addition to that, as has already been suggested 
by the Senator from North Carolina, there is a 
constant return of postages coming in. Now, I 
say that this is making grim-visaged and iron-vis- 
aged war harness himself and work for the use 
and ministry of peace. This, sir, is one single 
step toward that age that has been so long foretold 
in prophecy, when the sword shall do the work of 
¢he pruning-hook, and the instruments of war 


| shall be turned into the instruments of husbandry. 


Adopt this amendment and pass this bill, and then 
these great leviathans of the deep will do some- 
thing else than minister to national vanity and na- 


| tional pride. They will become auxiliaries in the 


great work of civilizing, christianizing, refining, 
and advancing society. It is for this reason that 
I go for it. I confess I felt exceedingly mortified 
when I heard the sagacious and kind-hearted Sen- 
ator from Ohio take such a perverse and perverted 
view of this matter as to say that this scheme, so 


full of beneficence, so full of the advancement of 


the great interests of society, was, on the other || During the war with Mexico, captures were made 
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hand, taxing affection to make it minister to war. 
Sir, he has looked at it through a wrong medium, 
unless I totally misunderstand the purposes and 
objects we have in view. 

Mr. BORLAND. Mr. President, it is rather 
late to undertake to make a speech upon this sub- 
ject, but if the Senate are disposed to sit the ques- 
tion out, | shall be compelled now to make the 
few remarks which I propose to offer upon this 
amendment. 

Mr. WELLER. Ifthe Senator from Arkansas 
will give way, 1 will move that the Senate do now 
adjourn. I understand that the Senator will ne- 
cessarily consume some two or three hours at 
least in giving his views upon this subject, and the 
Senate certainly do not desire to sit that long to- 
day. For that reason, [ move that the Senate do 
now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to; there being, on 
a division—ayes 18, noes 19. 

Mr. BORLAND. Mr. President, I would 
greatly have preferred, on my own account, and 
on that of the Senate, not to have fatigued the 
Senate by asking them to listen this afternoon to 
whatl havetosay. Itis now nearly four o'clock; 
but to gratify a majority, 1 will have to render 
myself, perhaps, and a very large minority of the 
Senate, very uncomfortable for the residue of the 
day. 

Mr. CASS. I wish the honorable Senator 
would give way. [t is a matter of comity due to 
a Senator under these circumstances, to adjourn, 

Mr. BADGER. I should have no sort of ob- 
jection, but I think that the honorable Senator 
from Arkansas has already had a reasonable op- 
portunity of being heard upon the subject. 

Mr. CASS. The Senator from Arkansas does 
not desire to be heard to-day,and it is a matter of 
comity, under such circumstances, that the Senate 
should adjourn. I therefore move that the Senate 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Senate ad- 
journed, 


HOUSE OF REPRESETATIVES. 
W epnespar, May 26, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’clock,m. Prayer 
by the Rev. Lirrteron I’. Monegan. 

TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved, 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is a motion to refer to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union, Senate bill No. 331, en- 
titled ** An act to grant tocertain settlers on the Me- 
nomonee purchase, north of Fox river, in the State 
of Wisconsin, the right of preémption.”’ 

DISABILITY OF JUDGES. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. Before proceeding to the 
execution of the special order, I ask the unani- 
mous consent of the House to take up a bill of 
much pressing public necessity, and which ought 
to be passed speedily—a bill to provide for the 
holding of the district court in the District of Co- 
lumbia, in case of the sickness or disability of the 
chief justice of the circuit curt. If the House 
willallow me to make a moment’s explanation, I 
can satisfy them of the public necessity and utility 
for pressing this bill. 

{Cries of ** Agreed!” ** Agreed!’’) 

Mr. McLANAHAN. Mr. Speaker, the first 
Monday in June is the day fixed by law for hold- 
ing the district court of the District of Columbia. 
The chief justice of the circuit court is the judge 
of the district court, and, of course, possesses 
original admiralty jurisdiction. It is well known 
that Chief Justice Cranch has, for a long time 
past, from protracted sickness and the infirmities 
of old age, been unable to discharge his official 
duties. About the first of this month, ** A bill to 
provide for the holding of the district court of the 
District of Columbia, in cases of the sickness or 
other disability of the district judge,’’ passed the 
Senate, and it is my object now, for reasons 
which I will presently state, to ask the unanimous 
consent of the House to take up this bill, and put 
it upon its passage. 

There is now, and has been for some time past, 
a very considerable number of important cases in 
this court, delayed on account of the feeble health 
of Judge Cranch. Among some of these cases, 
there are several of importance in which the Gov- 
ernment of the United States is largely interested. 
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An the Pacific coast by our public vessels, We 
head not, at that time, any regularly-organized 
courts to take cognizance of these cases, and the 
distance was too great to send the prizes home for 


adjudication. ‘To meet the necessity of the case, | 
courts of admiralty were temporarily organized || 


there, under the direction and authority of the 
military and naval commanders on that station, 
with the assent and approval of the Secretary of 
the Navy. The captors of prizes, under t\.e orders 
of their superiors, appealed to the jurisdiction of 
the courts thus constituted; and they, in the exer- 
cige of the admiralty powers, with which they con- 
feived they were invested, in some of the cares, 
condemned the vessels, and decreed sales. ‘The 
proverbial energy and zeal of Captain John B. 
Montgomery in protecting the interests of his 
Government, was exemplified in his capture of 
the ship Admittance, and her cargo. There ap- 
pears to have been ample testimony to show that 
this vessel was a lawful prize. But on an appeal 
to the Supreme Court of the United States, it was 
ruled in this case, that the informally-organized- 
admiralty court at Monterey, had no authority in 
the premises, At the same time, it was intimated 
that the district court of this District had original 
admiralty jurisdiction in such cases, and that the 
captors might libél the vessel and cargo, and just- 
ify by showing good cause of capture; if the just- 
ification was made out, and the vessel and cargo 
condemned as a prize, it would afford a good de- 
fense in an action against the officer who madethe 
capture. ‘The owners of the Admittance and her 
cargo have instituted a suit against Captain Mont- 
gomery for damages, and that action is now pend- 
ing in court. It is therefore evident, that the 
means of making a successful defense on the part 
of a public officer of the Government, who was in 
the drithful discharge of his duty at the time he 
seized this ship and her cargo, depend upon the 
ee t action of Congress upon the bill to which 

have alluded. 

Now, sir, one word in regard to the provisions 

the bill itself. It proposes no additional ex- 
pense to the Government, but simply confers upon 
one of the associate justices of the circuit court, 
the authority to hold a district court, and exercise 
admiralty jurisdiction. ‘The case is one of such 
public necessity, that it will, I trust, com- 
mend itself to the good sense of this House, and 
meet with no opposition or delay. I move to put 
the hill upon its passage. ' 


pressing 


There was no objection. 

The Clerk then read the bill throuch 

{A message was here received from the Senate, 
by the hands of Asspury Dicxins, Esq., its Sec- 
retary, notifying the House of the passage by 
that body of an act to authorize the construction 
of railroads through the public lands, in certain 
CARES; 

An act to provide for the issuing of patents, for 
a certain class of confirmed private land claims in 
Louisiana; and 

A resolution authorizing the closing of the ac- 
counts of certain officers of the Army: and re- 
questing the concurrence of the House therein. } 

The SPEAKER. The question recurs upon 
ordering the bill to be read a third time. 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I wish to inquire of the 
gentieman who reported this bill, whether there is 
any provision made for payment for the services 
of the judge thus called upon to act in case of the 
sickness or disability of the chief justice? 

Mr. McLANAHAN. There is no provision 
made in the bill for additional payment 

Mr. CLEVELAND. In no form? 

Mr. McLANAHAN. Yes, sir; in no form 
J will offer the following amendment as a new sec- 
tion to the bill, upon which I call the previous 
question: 

Sec. 2. .dnd be it further enacted, That the associate 
judge holding the district court as aforesaid, shall, and is 
hereby empowered, to sit in the said circuit court in any 
case of appeal or of error from his own decision in said 


diatriet court, in the same manner as if said district court 
had not been held fry him. 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I ask the gen- 
teman to withdraw his call for the previous ques- 
tion, that 1 may propound an inquiry to him. 


Mr. McLANAHAN, I withdraw it for that 
purpose. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. From the reading of the bill 
f understand it to provide that the jadge should 
sit in appeals from his own court. I wish to in- 
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quire of the chairman of the Committee on the 


Judiciary whether that is so; and, if it is, whether 
it is not a new provision of law? 

Mr. McLANAHAN. Thatisso. It isanew 
provision of law; but under the exigencies of this 
case, it is deemed proper that such a provision 
should exist. The appeal from the district court 
to the circuit court, although it is an appeal from 
one of the judges who sits in the district court, 
would only be a matter of form; because, in the 
cases now up for trial, in which the Government 
is interested, there is no doubt about the fact of 
the ability of the Government to show that the 
vessels, which were captured during the Mexican 
war, were prizes. The disability of the chief jus- 
tice of the circuit court to hold ‘the district court 





prevents those who were the captors of these ves- 
sels from setting up that defense in the suits 
brought against them, as representatives of the 
Government, for damages. And it is a meremat- 
ter of form, in which the proof will be submitted 
to ascertain on a question of prize or not, whether 
these vessels so captured belong to the enemy, and 
were carrying a cargo for the purpose of supply- 
ing the enemy or not. ‘The main object of this 
bill is for the trial of these causes; and, although 
the district judge will sit and hear the cause in ad- 
miralty, the appeal which may be taken from his 
decision will come before him, with his other asso- 
cinte judges, in the circuit court of the United 
States. Chief Justice Cranch may he on the 
bench, for aught I know; but, under the exigen- 
cies of the case, and the circumstances I have just 
detailed, ] think there can be no hesitation about 
the propriety of passing this bill at this time. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. The answer 
to my inquiry is entirely satisfactory, as it shows 
that the course proposed to be adopted by this bill 
is not an extraordinary one. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. I call for the previous 
question. 

The call for the previous question was seconded, 
and the main question was ordered to be put. 

The question was then put upon the amend- 
ment, and it was adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to a third reading, and 
was read the third time. 

The question now being, Shall the bill pass? 

Mr. McLANAHAN demanded the previous 
question; which was seconded, and the main ques- 
tlon orde red to be put. 





The question was then taken, and the bill was 
passed, 


FEES OF DISTRICT ATTORNEYS. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Ten ressee. Before th House 
proceeds to the execution of the orde r of the day, 
lL would beg leave to say that I] am instructed by 
the Committee on the Judiciary to ask the unant- 
mous consent of this House to move a resolution 
discharging the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union from the further consideration 
of House bill No. 146. My object for having the 
Committee of the Whole discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of this bill is, that it may be 
recommitted to the Committee on the Judiciary, 


as there are important alterations that it ts desir- 


able should be madeinit.§ [tis a bill regulating 

he fees of district attorneys, marshals, &c., inthe 

Pecrict and circuit courts of the United States. 
There being no objection it was so ordered. 


CHARLES REYNOLDS. 
Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to introduce a 
joint resolution, of which previous notice has been 


given. I will state briefly that it is a matter in 
which not only the interest but the honor of the 
Government is involved. It is a joint resolution 


authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to ratify 
and confirm an exchange of lands between the 
United States and Charles Reynolds, of the cifV 
of Natchez, of the State of Mississipni. I? i may 
be allowed to make one werd of explanation—— 
Mr. HALL. Does this come out of the morn- 
ing hour? . 

The SPEAKER. It does not 

Mr. BROWN. The facts of this case I will 
state in one word. The Government owned a 
lot in Natchez, upon which they proposed to 
erect-a marine hospital. Mr. Reynolds owned 
one which was deemed more eligible, and bY an 
arrangement between him and the Government 


| officers, there was an exchange of lots. The 
| Government has erected a building worth some | 


er ee 


= ———S——————EEEE 
$60,000 upon the lot which they have obtained 
from Mr: Reynolds, and to which he has given 
them adeed; but when he asks a deed for the 
Government lot, the Secretary of the Treasyry 
discovers that he has no power to make the 
deed. If it be true that a contract unexecuted 
upon one side Is not executed upon the other 
then Mr. Reynolds is still entitled to his lot, and 
the $60,000 housé which the Government has put 
upon it. Then I say it is a matter of interest to 
this Government to allow the exchange, which jg 
all that Mr. Reynolds asks. If they refuse tha 
then, in an action of ejectment, he can recover 
this lot, with the $60,000 house upon it. I ask 
under these circumstances, -that the House will 
allow me to introduce that joint resolution. J agk 
that the resolution be read, 

The joint resolution was then read a first and 
second time by its title, and having been engrossed 
according to order, was read the third time and 
passed. 

Mr. BROWN. _ I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was passed, and to lay the 
motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The question was then taken upon the latter 
motion, and it was agreed to. 


COLLISION OF VESSELS. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 1 ask the unanimous cop. 
sent of the House to introduce a bill. 

Mr. HAMILTON. I call for the regular order 
of business. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I merely wish to introduce 
and refer it to the Committee on Commerce. | 
hope the gentleman will allow me to do so. 

Mr. HAMILTON. Will it be taken out of the 
morning hour: 

Mr. FLORENCE. It will not, as I understood 
the Speaker when the question was asked on ths 
other side. 

Mr. HAMILTON. What is the nature of the 
bill? 

Mr. FLORENCE. It is a bill to provide the 
better for guarding against the collision of steamers 
and’ sail-vessels in the night-time. Humanity 
prompts the passage of the bill. 

There being no objection, the bill was then in- 
troduced and read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Commerce 

RIGHTS OF PRE-EMPTION. 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon refer- 
ring House bill No. 331, entitled ** An act to grant 
to certain settlers on the Menomonee purchase, 
north of Fox river, in the State of Wisconsin, the 
right of preémption,” to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HALL. If the gentleman from Maryland, 
[Mr. Evans,] who is entitled to the floor, will per- 
mit me, I will make an explanation in regard to 
this bill. I beg leave to meke this suggestion to my 
friend from Maryland, that the Senate bill pro- 
poses merely to protect the rights of the settlers of 
a small tract of country in the State of Wisconsin 
There is a pressing need for the passage of the 
Senate bill, for if it be not passed befofe the first 
day of June next, it will fail to have any effec: 
whatever upon the settlers whom it is intended to 
henefit. ‘The amendment of the Committee on 
Public Lands is a general bill, and there is no 
pressing necessity for its passage. I am, there- 
fore, willing that it shall be rejected, and that the 
Senate bill be passed. 

Mr. EVANS. Under these circumstances ! 
will defer the remarks which I intended to make, 
in order that the general business of the country 
may be proceeded with. T understand the gentle- 
man from Missouri [Mr. Hatt] to agree that the 
amendments which were reported by the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands shall be rejected. 

Mr. HALL. I am willing that they shall be 
rejected. ; 

Mr. EVANS. And that the Senate bill itself 
shall be passed ? 

Mr. HALL. Yes, sir. 

Mr. EVANS. 1 desire to say that there area 
number of reports which the gentleman desires to 
present here, and my sole object is to do what ! 
ean towards forwarding the public business. 
Under those circumstances, I will withhold any 
further remarks upon the subject, and I move the 
previous question. 

Mr. HALL. Will the gentleman waive the 
call for the previous question for one moment: 
cannot withdraw the amendment. I would do so 
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if | had the right. [ wish, however, that it may 
be rejected. " 

Mr. EVANS. I now move the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
iain question ordered. 

The SPEAKER. The motion pending is to 
commit the bill to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state af the Union. 

Mr. DEAN. If this motion prevails, can we 
ass upon these amendments? 

The SPEAKER. No amendment will be in 


order under the operation of the previous ques- 


tion. 

“a DEAN. Then itis impossible to pass the 
original bill at present, if it goes to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not think 
that it follows at all. Under the operation of the 
previous question, the question will be taken first 
upon the mouuon tocommiut, then upon the amend- 
ments of the Commitiee on Public Lands, and 
then upon the bill itself, 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
commit, and it was decided in the negative. 

Mr. HALL. My purpose now 1s, that the 
amendment of the Committee om Public Lands be 
rejected. 

“The question was then taken on the amend- 
ment, and it was rejected. 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time, and was subsequently read the third time. 

Mr. EVANS. I ask the previous question 
upon the passage of this bill. 

“The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put, and 
being put, the bill was passed. 

The SPEAKER. Reports are in order from 
the Committee on Publie Lands. 

Mr. FOWLER, 1 rise to a privileged ques 
tion. I move to reconsider the vote by which the 


bill was just passed, and to lay the motion to re-., 


consider upon the table, 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


GRANT FOR RAILROADS IN MISSOURI. 
Mr. HALL, from the Committee on Public 


Lands, reported back, with an amendment, Sen- 
ate bill No. 3, to grant the rght of way to the 
State of Missouri, and a portion of the public 
lands to aid in the construction of certain railroads 
in said State. 

Mr. H. Iask that the bill be read. ° 

The bill. which grants the right of way and a 
portion of the public lands to aid in the construc- 


tion of a railroad from the town of Ha inibal to 


the town of St. Joseph, in said State, and from 
the city of St. Louis to such point on the western 


borders of said State as may be designated by the 
authority of said State, was then read through, | 


and the following is the fifth section thereof, viz: 


“Bec. 5. And beit further enacted, That if either of the 
said railroads shall not be conipleted within ten vears, the 
said State of Missouri shall be bound to pay to the United 


States the ainount which may be received by said State 
upon the sale of any part of said lands granted to the use of 


such road, the title to the purchasers under said State re 


maining valid; and the title to the residue of said lands, 
granted to the use of said roads, shall reinvestin the United 
States, to have and to hold the same in the same manner as 


if this act had not been passed.” 


The Committee on Public Lands propose to 
strike out the above section, and to insert, in lieu 


thereof, the following, viz: 


Sec. 5. And he it further enacted, That the lands hereby 
granted to said State, shall be disposed of by said State only 
in Manner following, thatis tosay: that a quantity of land, 
not exceeding one hundred and twenty sections, on each 
road, and included within a continuous length of twenty 
miles of said-road,.may be sold; and, when the Governor 
of said State shall certify to the Secretary of the Interior 


that said twenty miles of said road ia completed, then anoth 


er like quantity hereby granted, may be sold, and so, from 
tme to time, until said road isa completed ; and if said road 
be not completed within ten vears, no further sales shail be 
made, aud the lands unsold shall revert tothe United States. 
Mr. HALL. I only wish to state to the House 
that that bill is precisely the same bill which was 
under discusvion in this House in the early part 
of the session for several weeks. The Senate have 
passed it. It has been referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands in this House, and they have re- | 
ported it back with a single amendment. The 
amendment proposes to strike out the fifth section | 
of the Senate bill, and insert a different provision. 
The fifth section of the Senate bill is, that the 
landsgranted by the bill shall be disposed of only || 
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as the work progresses, and that, if the work be not 
| finished within ten years, then the sales of the land 
shall stop, and the money taken and received for 
the lands shall go into the Treasury of the United 
States. The Committee on Public Lands provide 
that these lands shall only be disposed of in this 
way: that lands along twenty miles of the road 
may be disposed of first, and n » more; and that, 
when the road is’ finished through that twenty 
miles, and the Governor of the State shall certify 
that fact to the Secretary of the Interior, then the 
State of Missouri may sell the lands twenty miles 
further along the road, and so on, until the road is 
finished; but, if the road is not fir 


years, then the sale sha stop, al d the 


ished within ten 


land re 


maining unsold shall revert to the United States. 





At tne commencement ot this session l urged 
the House | 


! i ‘ » ‘ 
bill, either to pass or reject it, the fact, that a ref 


erence of it to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union would place it beyond out 


as a reason Why uld act upon the 


reach. ‘That bill, howevei 


, was referred, and fou 
months experience must certainly have taught 
gentlemen here, that the committal of the bill was 
the defeat of the bill. All that Lask the Hous e, 
therefore, is, to vote either for or against the bill 
now; either kill it, or pass i With a veew to 
bring the House to a direct vote, | move the pre 
yious question, 

Mr. RICHARDSON, Willthe gentleman from 


Missouri withdraw his demand for the previous 


question for asingle moment? and I will renew it. 
If, when the gentleman hears my proposition, 
| and does not accede to it, | will not insist on 
| offering it, and will go for the bill. 

Mr. HALL. lL cannot yield the floor, but I 
will withdraw for the purpose of allowing the 
ventleman from Illinois to make a remark. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Mis 
souri will recollect that there is some difficulty in 
retaining the floor if it is objected t 

Mr. RICHARDSON, i will renew the de 
mand ter the previous question, 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair only mentions it 
that there may be no mistake between the gen 
tlemen. Doe 3 the rentieman from Missouri with 
| draw the demand for the previous question ? 


Mr. HALL. Up mm one ¢ yndition; and it Is 


that I do not lose the floor. 


Mr.DEAN. l[ask if theg@ntleman from Mis- 


souri has not left the floor? 
Mr. HALL. Will the gentleman from I[llin 
have the floor if I withdraw the demand for t 


previous question ? 


) 
} 
i 


Mr. DEAN. Irisetoa point of order Did 
not the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. Hatt} 
move the previous qué jtion, and leave the floor 


and take his seat? 


| The SPEAKER. He did so; but he had a 
right to withdraw the demand. 
Mr: DEA N. I now move to} ly this bill upon 


the table. 


The SPEAKER. That motion is a privileged 
motion, but the gentleman from New York (Mr. 


Dean] cannot take the floor from the gentieman 


t 


from lilinois [Mr. Ru HARDSON] for the purpos¢ 


of making it. The gentleman’s right, however, | 


‘ph 


question 1s pending. 


' Mr. HALL. 1 withdraw the demand for the 


previous quesnhion 


The SPEAKER. The motion is withdrawn, 
: oie. aac ot 
and the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Richarp- 


son] has the floor. 
Mr. RICHARDSON l am for this bill. 


believe it is the hest means by which to dispose rf 


the public lands; that t ring them into tue 
market, and enables you to sell the alternate sec- 


othe rwise would 


tions by constructing roads, whic 





not be settled at all. You wan sell them at $2 50 
an acre, whereas you cannot now sell them fo: 
$1] 95. But the point to which l desire to call the 
attention of the gentleman from Missouri [Mr. 
Haz] and the House is this: One of the roads to 
be constructed is from St. Joseph, in the State of 
Missouri, to Hannibal, on the Mississippi river. 
There is now constructing, and looking towards 
the connection in the East, and under contract, a 
road leading through the States of Iilinois, Indi- 
ana, and acorner of Ohio, which, with afew links 
added to it, will be constructed to the Atlantic 
cities. There is now under contract from thecity 
of Quincy towards the Illinois river, a distanceof 
thirty miles—thirty miles thereis noroad. There 


S 


ie 


clear to make that motion, even if the previous 


is already constructed and in operation a road 
from the Illinois river to Springfield, and arrange 
ments have been made, | believe, to place under 
contract, pretty soon, a road connecting with the 
Indiana road. ‘There are about fifteen miles be- 
tween the city of Quincy and some point upon this 
other road, or the terminus of the road, a long 
line on which there is no public lands W hat we 
desire is, that we of the State of Lilinois may have 
an Opportunity to connect our road with this road 
being constructed by the Government, and make 
it advantageous to us by the | rivilere of the right 
of way through any of the land on the road in 
that district. 


Mr. HLALL. 1 do not object to the amendment 


if you will offer it at once, and move the previous 
questior : = 

Mr. RICHELARDSON Then I offer the follow 
ine as an amendment to the amendment, and 


when it is read [ shall move the previous ques- 
tion, 

The SPEAKER. As on amendment to the 
pendir 4 amendment 

Mr. RICHARDSON, Yes, an amendmentto 
the pending amendment. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND i wish to ask thegen 
tleman from Illinois two questions in the hearing 
of this House. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I have not yielded the 
floor. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND. I only want to ask 
two que sions, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 
ventleman from lilinois to yield the floor to the 
gentleman from New York temporarily for ex 
planation 

Mr. RICHARDSON, No,sir; but 1 have no 
bjection to the ‘gentleman asking mea question 
while | am upon the floor. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND. I wish“to ask these 
two questions, and I wish them answered either 
by the gentleman from Illinois, or by the chair 
man of the Commiuttee on Public Lands This 
bill is a Senate bill, reported with an amendment, 
by the Committee on Publie Lands That amend- 
mentis that these lands are to be aald There 
lands are rra ted upon the condition that ¢ aly the 
alternate sections of twenty miles are to be sold 
within acertain period—within one or two years— 
and then the next twenty miles within a certain 
period, and so on, until the whole of the lands 
vranted are sold; and if those conditions are not 
performed, then the lands revert to the Govern 
ment of the United States. 

Mr. LETCHER,. No, it is not so hat is 
not the provision at all. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND. I ask gentlemen if they 
will tell me whether they ex pect—whether the 
Commitiee on Public Lands expect—or will say 
that if the lands are not sold according to these 
contracte they ever will revert to the Government 
of the United States? Lask them to point out a 
single instance in the history of the legislation of 
this country, one single act, where lands have 
been granted by the Government on condition, 
and that condition not being performed, that they 
have ever come back to the Government. ’ 

Mr. HALL, I yielded the floor to the gentle 
man from Illinois with the distinct under standing 
that he should not yield it to other persons for the 
purpose of making explanation. 


Mr. SUTHERLAND. Now the othe: ques 
tion is (this 

The SPEAKER. There is too much confu 
sion in the Hall. Gentlemen will be pleased to 
come toorder. Strictly speaking, in the opinion 
of the Chair, he has a right to require every gen 


tleman upon the floor to retain his seat, except 
the member entitled to the floor ; ddressit ° the 


Chair. If the Chair could for a moment hope 
that gentlemen upon the floor would sustain him 
in such a decision, he is very much disposed to 
enforce that right this morning. [ Disorder still 
continumg Gentlemen to tlie right of the chair 


are out of order. By an express rule of the 
House it is out of order to pass between the Chair 
and the gentleman who is addressing the Chair 

The Chair again states that he believes the right 
is clear in him to require that each and every gen- 
tleman shall retain their seats, except the member 
addressing the Chair. If he could have any as- 
surance that this body would sustain him in that 
decision, he would be disposed to make it this 
morning. 
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Tne SPEAKER. Then, when a gentleman is 
addressing the Chair, the Chair will feel author- 
ized to ask’ him to suspend until any other gentle- 
man, who may be on his feet, shall have resumed 
his seat. 


f 


(Cries of ** That is right!’ That is right!’’) 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will endeavor to | 


enforce that rule, and certainly will do it if the 
Liouse will sustain him. 

Several Mempers. You shall be sustained. 

Order was fully restored. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND. The other question 
which | desire to ask is one of very great import- 
anee, and which every man in this House has to 
anawer, before this bill is passed upon. The 
only ground upon which anybody urges the con- 
stituttonality of these railroad measures is that by 
them this Government is benefited, inasmuch as 
the construction of the roads enhances the value of 
the alternate sections reserved to the Government 
of the United State Now, you have just passed 
‘ 
you pass this bill, the settler under the homestead 
bill would not havea rieht to settle on the alter- 
nate sections reserved to the Government? What 
then becomes of the argument that these bills will 
benefit the Government? What becomes of the 
arrument—the only argument which has been 
urged here in support of this bill ? 

(I[1ere a message was received from the Senate 
of the United States, by the hands of Aspury 
Dicnins, Esq., its Secretary, announcing that 
the Senate had passed a bill ‘granting lands to 
the States of Louisiana and Mississippi, to aid in 
the construction of certain railroads therein,” in 
which they desired the céhcurrence of the House. 
{ Laughter. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. In reply to the gentle- 
nan, I have only to say that in no instance, as 
far as I know, have the lands donated to the 
States of this Union failed to be applied to the 
purposes for which they were intended by the 
Grovernment, r E 

Mr. SUPHERLAND. What has become of 
the lands granted to the Illinois Central Railroad ? 

Mr. RICHARDSON, I will tell the gentleman 
where they are. Whenthe State of Illinois proves 
faithless to its trust, it will be time enough to 
make the inquiry. ‘The gentleman will find that 
she has applied that land to the purposes for which 


it was intended that it should be applied. No | 


such imputation, therefore, can rest upon her es- 
cutcheon, ‘There was a donation to that State of 
canal lands, by which she was to construct a 
canal, and she has faithfully and honestly applied 
them to that purpose. So far as the inquiry of the 
gentleman is concerned, about the effect of this 
billupon the homestead bill, that question is not 
now under con sideration: but I will say to the ren- 
tleman, that if he will wait until the sale takes 
place of those reserved quarter sections in Illinois, 
which had been offered for $] 25 per acre for 
thirty years, he will find that this policy will vin- 
dicate itself. Not an acre of the land will be left 
unsold, 

Mr. SUTHERLAND. Cannot the settler, 
under the homestead bill settle on those reserved 
lands? 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Not at all; not at all. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND. Why not? 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. Because they 
are not open to settlement, : 

Mr. SUTHERLAND. But they will be when 
they are brought into market; and will they not 
then be taken by the settlers under the homestead 
bill? 

Mr. RICHARDSON, When that time arrives, 
if the gentleman puts the inquiry to me, I will an- 
swerit, (Laughter,] I move the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. DEAN. I move to, lay the bill and amend- 
ments upon the table. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I believe that 
the amendment proposed by the gentleman from 
[linois [Mr. Rrenarpson] has not been read yet. 

The SPEAKER. It has not been read. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, Then | ask that it may be 
read now. : 

Mr. BISSELL. Under the impression that the 
amendment of my colleague, desirable as it may 
be, can only embarrass this bill, | appeal to him 
to withdraw it. 


the homestend bill, and | desire to ask whether, if 
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[Cries of ‘Agreed’?! “* Agreed !’’ and ** Make 


ti'’’ 


Mr. RICHARDSON. I will withdraw it. I 
will not embarrass the bill. 

‘The amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. STUART. Upon the motion of the gen- 
tleman from New York, (Mr. Dean,] I ask for 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then put upon Mr. Dean’s 
motion, and it was decided in the negative—yeas 
70, nays 110; as follows: 


VY FAS—Meesrs. Aiken, Allison, Ashe, Averett, Babcock, 
David J. Bailey, Beale, Bennett, Join H. Boyd, George H. 
Brown, Buell, Caldwell, Caskie, Chastain, Churchwell, 
Cleveland, Clingman, Colecock. Daniel, Dean, Dockery, 
Ewing, Faulkner, Floyd, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Grow, 
Hamilton, [sham G. Harris, Hibbard, Holladay, Join W. 
Howe, Thomas Y. How, Ingersoll, Ives, Jackson, Jen 
kins, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, George G. King, 
Letcher, Martin, Mason, MeQueen, Meacham, Millson, 
Morehead, Murphy, Murray, Newton, Peaslee, Perkins, 
Polk, Robie, Ross, Savage, Schooleraft, Schoonmaker, 
Origen 8. Seymour, Skelton, Snow, Alexander H. Ste 
phens, Sutherland, George W.Thompson, Toombs, Tuck, 
Venable, Wallace, Washburn, Wells, Wildrick, and Wood- 
ward—7l. 

NAVS—Mesers. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Bell, Bibig 
haus, Bissell, Bowie, Bragg, Brenton, Brooks, Albert G. 
Brown, Burrows, Busby, E. Carrington Cabell, Joseph 
Cable, Lewis D. Campbell, Thomas Campbell, Chandler, 
Chapman, Clark, Cobb, Conger, Cottman, Curtis, Geo. T. 
Davis, John G. Davis, Disney, Doty, Duncan, Dunham, 
Durkee, Kastman, Edgerton, Ficklin, Fitch, Florence, 
Fowler, Freeman, Henry M.fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, Gen 
try, Giddings, Goodrich, Gorman, Grey, Hall, Harper, 
Sampson W. Harris, Hart, Haws, Hebard, Hendricks, 
Henn, Houston, Thomas M. Howe, Hunter, Andrew Jolin 
son, John Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, J. Glancy Jones, 
Landry, Lockhart, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, McDonald, 
MeNair, Miller, Miner, Molonv, thenry BD. Moore, John 
Moore, Morrison, Olds, Orr, Samuel W. Parker, Penn, 
Penniman, Phelps, Rantoul, Richardson, Riddle, Robbins, 
Robinson, Russell, Sackett, Scudder, Scurry, David L. Sey- 
mour, Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Abraham P. Stevens, St. Martin, Stratton, Stuart, Tavilor, 
Thurston, Townstiend, Walbridge, Walsh, Ward, Wat 
kins, Welch, Addison White, Alexander White, Wilcox, 
and Williains—109. 


So the House refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

Mr. OUTLAW said: I wish to state, that upon 
this particular vote, | have paired off with the hon- 
orable gentleman from Missouri, [Mr. Porrer,] 
who has been called from the city by the sickness 
of one of his children. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I would inquire of the 


| Chair, if the morning hour has expired? 


The SPEAKER. It has not. 

Mr. AVERETT. Is it in order to move'to re- 
fer the bill to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union? 


The SPEAKER. It is not, until the demand | 


for the previous question is disposed of. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. | ask for tellers on 
seconding the demand for the previous question. 


Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Jones, of | 


Tennessee, and Haut were appointed. 


The question was then put, and it was decided | 


in the affirmative—ayes 69, noes 66. 
So the previous question received a second. 


The question then being, ‘‘ Shall the main ques- 


tion be now put?” 

Mr. POLK asked for the yeas and nays; and 
they were ordered. 

Mr. ASHE. I would now inquire if the morn- 
ing hour has expired? 


« Mr. POLK. If it has I will withdraw the call | 


for the yeas and nays. 

The SPEAKER. It has not expired, but it 
will expire in a moment. 

[Cries of ** Call the rol}!’’} 

Mr. POLK. Has notthe morning hour expired 
nowr 


The SPEAKER. It has this moment expired. 


Mr. POLK. I move to proceed to the business 
on the Speaker’s table. 

CONTESTED ELECTION. 

Mr. ASHE. I move to proceed to the consid- 
eration of the report of the Committee on Elec- 
tions, on the contested-election case from Penn- 
sylvania,. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the motion of the gentle- 
man from North Carolina does not prevail, I shall 
move to go into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, which I suppose will be in or- 


der, so as to allow the gentleman from Kentucky 


{[Mr. Wuyrre] to proceed with his speech. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to inquire 
if the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. 
Asur,] who made the report m this contested- 
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election case from the State of Pennsylvania, hy, 
not the right—it being a question of privilese—,. 
call it up at any time he pleases? That, | think, 
has been the practice of the House heretofore. It 
is then for the House to dispose of it by Postpone. 
ment, or in some other way. I am confident that 
has been the uniform practice of the House sine, 
I have been here. It can be called up at any 


“ . time 
as a question of privilege; and when called‘ up jt 
- . . ? 
is regularly before the House, without a Motion 


being put to that effect. 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Tep. 
nessee would wish to force the consideration of 
this case upon the House, whether it desires to 
consider it or not. 

Mr. JONES. I wishno such thing. 

The SPEAKER, The Chair so understood 
the gentleman. 

Mr. JONES. I only inquired if that had not 
been the uniform practice of the House. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair does not recollect 
distinetly what has been the practice of the House 

| in contested-election cases. He, however, decided 
yesterday that it was a privileged motion that the 
gentleman from North Carolina had a right to 
submit whenever he pleased, and that it would 
then be for the House to say whether it would 
proceed to the consideration of that or other busi- 
ness. ‘That was the decision of the Chair, and he 
is inclined to adhere to that decision as a correct 
one. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Will the Chair permit 

| me to make one suggestion? This, as it seems to 
me, is a privileged question, and not a privileged 
motion. lam inclined to concur in the opinion 
expressed by the gentleman from Tennessee. 

The SPEAKER. Thenjas the Chair under- 
stands the gentleman, when the question is called 
up the House must proceed to its consideration, 
whether it chooses or not. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Yes, sir. It is reeu- 
larly before the House. 

The SPEAKER. Then the House can go on 
to consider it, or postpone it, as it chooses, 

Mr. RICHARDSON, Undoubtedly. 

| ‘The SPEAKER. Then, is there any impro- 
priety in the decision the Chair has already made? 
He decides that the gentleman from North Caro- 
lina has the right to make the motion, as a privi- 
leged one—that the motion being before the House, 
the House has the right of judgment in regard to 
its proper disposition. That is the decision of the 
Chair. Does the gentleman appeal ? 

Mr. RICHARDSON, 1 do not. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understand the Chair to 
decide, that the motion is a privileged one, which 
must take precedence of any other motion and 
must be first put to the House, even if another 
motion has been made before it. 

|| TheSPEAKER. That was the decision of the 
Chair, and he still thinks it is correct. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Chair is clearly right. 

The question now being upon the motion that 
the House proceed to the consideration of the 

| Pennsylvania contested-election case— 

Mr. ASHE demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the result was 
announced—yeas 92, nays 91. 

TheSPEAKER. The report of the Committee 
on Elections is now under consideration. 

Mr. HOUSTON. [rise to a question of order. 
The state of the vote, as announced by the Chair, 
makes it in the power of the Chair to defeat the 
motion, by making ita tie. I presume the Chair 
would not hesitate to vote under these circum- 
stances, and I call upon him to vote one way or 
the other. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair, in his opinion, 1s 
not compelled to vote to make a tie, although he 
has the right to do soif he chooses. 

Mr. HOUSTON. But the vote of the Chair 
would make it a tie, and defeat the motion. 

The SPEAKER. The vote of the Chair would 
not change the result, because he would vote in 
the affirmative. ; 

Mr. HOUSTON. Very well. I only desire 
_ that he shall vote one way or the other. 

The SPEAKER. The report of the Commit- 
tee on Elections is before the House, upon which 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Asue] 
is entitled to the floor. 

Mr. POLK. I move that the rules be suspended 

|, and that the House resolve itself into the Com- 
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ns eh i} . a = . 
mittee of the Whole House on the sffite of the |} House then adjourned till to-morrow at twelve 


Union. ; oe 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is informed that 
, mistake was made by the Clerk in counting the 
yotes upon the question just taken. The Clerk 
states that a mistake was made, and that the vote 
isa tie vote. It therefore becomes the duty of the 
Chair to vote. He votes in the negative, and this 
defeats the motion. 

Mr. ASHE. 1 do not understand that decision | 
of the Chair; I wish he would explain it. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will repeat, that 
ypon a recount, he is informed by the Clerk that 
he vote upon the motion of the gentleman from 
North Carolina {Mr. Asne] isatie. In consid- 
eration of the lateness of the hour the Chair votes 
« No,’ and therefore defeats the motion. 

Mr. ASHE. If thatis the decision of the Chair, 
I submit to it. 

Mr. FOWLER. I believe the Chair has not 
announced the vote since the mistake has been 
corrected. I most respectfully ask the Chair to 
announce it as it now stands. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair having voted No, 
the vote now stands—yeas 91, nays 92. Itis as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Charles Allen, John Appleton, 
Ashe, Averett, David J. Bailey, Beale, Bissell, Bragg, 
Albert G. Brown, Buell, Busby, Joseph Cable, Thomp- 
son ¢ ‘amphell, Caskie, Chastain, Churchwell, Clark, Cleve- 
land, Curtis, Daniel, John G. Davis, Dawson, Disney, 
Doty, Durkee, Eastman, Edgerton, Faulkner, Fiteh, Flor 
ence, Freeman, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, Gilmore, 
Green, Hamilton, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, 
Hart, Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hillyer, Holladay, How- 
ard, Thomas Y. How, Ingersoll, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, 
Join Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, Geo. 
WwW. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kurtz, Lockhart, Mace, Ma 
con, MeCorkle, MeDonald, MeLanahan,McNair,MceQueen, 
Millson, Molony, Morrison, Murphy, Murray, Olds, Orr, 
Peaslee, Penn, Perkins, Rantoul, Richardson, Riddle, Rob- 
bins, Robie, Ross, Russell, Skelton, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Abraham P. Stevens, Stratton, Stuart, Townshend, Vena- 
ble. Wallace, and Wildrick—-91. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, Alison, Bar- 
rere, Bell, Bennet, Bibighaus, Bowie, Bowne, Jno.H. Boyd, 
Breckinridge, Brenton, Briggs, Brooks, George H. Brown, 
Burrows, E. C. Cabell, Caldwell, L. D. Campbell, Chand 
ler, Chapman, Clingman, Cobb, Colcock, Conger, Cottman, 
Geo. T. Davis, Dean, Dockery, Duncan, Dunham, Evans, 
Ewing, Ficklin, Floyd, Fowler, Gaylord, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goodrich, Grey, Grow, Hall, Harper, Haws, Hebard, Hous 
ton, John W. Howe, Thomas M. Howe, Hunter, George C. 
King, Landry, Letcher, Humphrey Marshall, Meacham, 
Miller, Miner, Henry D. Moore, John Moore, Morehead, 
Newton, Samél W. Parker, Penniman, Phelps, Polk, Sack- 
ett, Savage, Schoonmaker, Seudder, Scurry, David L. 
Seymour, Smith, Benjamin Stanton, Alex. H. Stephens, 
Strother, Sutherland, Taylor, Thurston, Toombs, Tuck, 
Walbridge, Walsh, Ward, Washburn, Watkins, Welch, 
Wells, Addison White, Alexander White, Williams, and 
Woodward—91. 


So the House refused to go into the considera- | 


tion of the report of the Committee on Elections. 


Mr. POLK. I move that the rules be suspended, | 
and that the House resolve itself into the Commit- | 


tee of the Whole House on the state of the Union. 

The question was put, and the motion agreed to, 

So the rules were suspended. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Seymour, of Connecticut, in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN stated as the first business 
in order House bill No. 43, making appropriations 
for the current and contingent expenses of the In- 
dian Department, and for fulfilling treaty stipula- 
tions with various Indian tribes, for the year end- 
ing June 30, 1853, upon which the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Wurre] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. WHITE, of Kentucky, then addressed the 
committee his allotted hour, in regard to the com- 
promise measures, the necessity of adhering to 
them, and in regard to the Presidency. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, followed, in 


reply to the remarks of his colleague, [Mr. Grey,] | 


made a few days ago, relative to his action in the 
recent Whig Congressional caucus. 

(These speeches will be published in the Ap- 
pendix. 

Mr. GROW obtained the floor. 

Mr. ALLISON moved that the committee rise. 


The question was then taken, and it was agreed 
to. 


The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker | 


having resumed the chair, the chairman of the com- 


mittee reported that the Committee of the Whole | 


on the state of the Union, according to order, had 


had the state of the Union generally under consid- | 


eration, and particularly House bill No. 43, and 
had come to no conclusion thereon. 
On motion of Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, the 


o’clock, m. 
PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. WILCOX: The petition of citizens of the State 
of Mississippi, asking a grant of public land, to aid in the 
construction of a railroad therein mentioned. 

By Mr. MOOKE, of Louisiana: The petition of H. M, 
Hyams, B. Chew, and K. King, asking preémption right to 
land purchased under the Maison Rouge grant. 

By Mr. CHASTAIN: A resolution ot the General As 
sembly of the State ot Georgia, asking Congress to establish 
a weekly mail route, to be carried by a two-horse stage 
coach, from Blairsville to Cassville, via the post offices now 
accommodated with the horse mail on said route. 

by Mr. WASHBURN: The memorial of Jewett & 
March, and others, praying for the passage of w law per 
mitting lumber, of the growth of the forests of the United 
States, and owned by the citizens of the United States, cut 
upon the river St. John and its tributaries, and manulac 
tured in the Province of New Brunswick, to he brought into 
any port of the United States free of duty. 


IN SENATE. 
Trurspay, May 27, 1852. 

Prayer by the Rev. Lirrteron F. Morean. 

Mr. MALLORY presented a petition of citizens 
of the southern portuuon of Florida, praying the 
establishment of a land office at ‘lampa; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 

Also, a petition of citizen of Florida, praying 
that the compensation allowed for the transporta- 
tion of the mails between New Orleans and certain 
ports in Florida may be increased; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Florida, praying 
that the mail steamer from New Orleans to Key 
West may touch at Atseena-Otee, or Cedar Keys; 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

Also, the memorial of James Montgomery, 
praying that an invention of his for preventing the 
explosion of steam-boilers may be tested, under 
his superintendence, on board one of the Govern- 
mant steamers; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of James Montgomery, 
praying Congress to aid him in the construction 
of a steamer which will be competent to carry the 
mails between New York and Liverpool in six 
days, and between Newfoundland and Liverpool 
in four days, and which shall be also suitable for 
war purposes; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, additional documents in relation to the 
claim of Ann Dudley; which were referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 

Mr. BERRIEN presented the petition of John 
James Flournoy, praying compensation for certain 
land of which he has been illegally deprived; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. SEWARD presented nine petitions of citi- 
zens of New York, praying that the bill now 
pending before Congress, granting to every citizen 
of the United States who 1s the head of a family 
one hundred and sixty acres of land, may become 
a law; which were referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition of citizens 
of Illinois, praying that the bill now pending before 
Congress, granting to every citizen of the United 
States who is the head of a family one hundred 
and sixty acres of land, may become alaw; which 

' was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WADE presented two petitions of citizens 
of Ohio, praying that the bill now pending before 
Congress, granting to every citizen of the United 
States who is the head of a family one hundred 
and sixty acres of land, may become alaw; which 
were referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. SMITH presented a petition of citizens of 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, praying that the bill now 

| pending before Congress, granting to every citizen 
|| of the United States who is the head of a family 
one hundred and sixty acres of land, may become a 
| law; which was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr. MILLER presented a petition of citizens 
of Newark, New Jersey, praying that the bill now 
pending before Congress, granting to every citizen 
of the United States who is the head of a family 

|| one huodred and sixty acres of land, may become 
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a law; which was referred to the Committee on 


Pablic Lands. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a petition of William D, Stone, praying to 
be allowed to locate other land in lieu of certain 
land of which he has been unjustly deprived by 
the unauthorized action of the deputy surveyor; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association, held at Richmond, Vir- 
gmia, on the subject of conferring assimilated 
rank upon the medical officers of the Navy; which 
were referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. FISH presented a petition of citizens of 
Busti, New York, praying that the bill now pend- 
ing before Congress, granting to every citizen of 
the United States who is the head of a family one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, may become a 
law; which was referred to the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Also, a remonstrance of citizens of New York 
against the renewal of Cyrus H. MeCormick’s 
patent for improvements in reaping machines; 
which was ordered to be laid on the table. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a me- 
morial of the Legislature of Wisconsin, praying 
a grant of land to aid in the education of deaf, 
dumb, blind, and insane persons in that State; 
which was ordered to be laid on the table and: 
printed, 

Mr. MASON presented a petition of clerks, 
messengers, and others, in the office of the Com- 
missioner of Customs, praying additional com- 
pensation; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Also, a petition of clerks, messengers, and 
others, in the office of the First Auditor, praying 
additional compensation; which was referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. MASON. I have received three memorials 
from citizens of the town of Wheeling, and that 
part of Virginia, asking for the passage, by the 
Senate, of the bill which is popularly called, I be- 
lieve, the homestead bill, the purpose of which, I 
understand, is to give away the public lands among 
acertain class of people. I present the petition, 
as I conceive it my duty to do, but at the same 
time declaring, that if the people of the towns in 
the vicinity of Wheeling entertain the opinions 
expressed in these petitions, they are held, I am 
satisfied, by very few citizens in the State; and in 
presenting them, l wish to declare, that the pre- 
sentation is not to be considered as adopting in any 
degree the views of the petitioners. ; 

‘The memorials were referred to the Committee 


| on Publie Lands. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have received a peti- 
tion, of a peculiar character, from two of my fe- 
male constituents, and now beg to present it to the 
Senate. These ladies reside in the town of New- 
port, in the State of Kentucky, opposite the city 
of Cincinnati. One signs herself Sarah Tanner, 
and the other Lucinda Tanner. They represent 
that a gentleman named Edward D. Tippett, has 
applied to them, and stated that he is the inventor 
of a steam-engine, and that there would be perfect 
safety igethe navigation of vessels propelled by it, 
becausephe proposes to generate steam, not in 
boilers, as at present, but by throwing water on 
red-hot plates of iron, so as to generate the steam 
in just sufficient quantities to fill the cylinder at 
each stroke of the engine. 

Some years ago, I had the pleasure of examin- 
ing this invention at Georgetown. There were 
several experiments made on it, under the author- 
ity of Government; but, as the petitioners state, 
it was never carried into practical operation. Mr. 
Tippett has found these ladies, fe satisfied them 
of the entire practicability of putting it success- 
fully into operation; and they have given him 
$1,500, through the humane feelings which char- 
acterize them, for the purpose of enabling the in- 
ventor to make the necessary experiments; but 
they state that $1,500 will not be sufficient, and 
they think that Congress might give as much 
more as they have given from their own private 
purse. That will make $3,000, and that sum, 
they think, will be sufficient to accomplish the 
experiments, which will prove to the world that 
this invention will supersede all other steam-en- 
gines. I think thatthe Committee on Commerce, 
| who have had the bill relative to steam-engines 
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under consideration, is the proper committee to 
refer it to, and shall, therefore, move that it be so 
referred. 1 hope that this Columbus in steam in- 
vention, who has found an Isabella in these two 
ladies, will also succeed in obtaining the patron 
ave of the Government, for the purpose of fully 
testing the practicability of his theory. 

Mr. HA MLIN I think that reference would 


more properly be made to the Committee on Na 


val Affairs, for whatever the Goveriment has to 
io with steamers is connected with that branch of 
the service. I suggest to the Senator from Ker 

tucky that he should movea reference to the Com 


mittee on Naval Affairs 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Ihave no objection. ! 
lesire merely that the petition should be s¢ to 
the proper committee. 

Mr. BADGER. I hope it will not he sent to 


the Committers on Nava! Affair . Weh ivealready 


| ® . 1 
plenty to do: and unless these engines are intend 
ed for war steamers, we do not wish to have any 


thing to do with them. 

The motion to refer to the Committee on Com- 

merce was then agreed to. 
CORRECTION. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I rise, Mr. President, for 
the purpose of making a correction. lt is not very 
material, but may, perhaps, as well be made. In 
the report of the speech of the Senator from ‘T'en 
nessee, (Mr. Beut,] in regard to an appropriation 
to indemnify sufferers In consequence of depreda- 
tions by the Creek Indians, this passage occurs: 

‘© These friendly Indians who enlisted in the service of 
the United States, as stated upon the authority of Colonel 
ilogan, amounted to about fifteen hundred lhe Senator 
from Alabama says that number was increased to two 
thousand. 

‘Mr CLEMENS Chere were fis hundred under 
General Howard.”’ 


The erroris in the name of the general. There 


was no General Howard there. It was General 
Woodward. 

REPORTS FROM STAN®ING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the memorial 
of the Lieutenants of the Engineer, ‘Topographi- 
cal Engineer, and Ordnance Corps, asking’ that 
promotions may be made more nearly approxima- 
ting to that of the line of the army, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill for their relief; 
which was read and passed to the second reading. 
‘The report was ordered to be printed. 

tie also, from the same committee, reported a 
bill allowing the principal assistant in the Engineer 
Bureau, the same compensation which the princi- 


pal assistant in the Ordnance Bureau of the Wa: 
Vepartment now receives; which was read and 
passed to the same reading. 

Mr. SHIELDS also submitted a report on the 
subject; which was ordered to be pi inted. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the memorial of 
Charles Cooper & Co., of Bangor, Maine, askin 


payment of intere t, submitted a report, accom 


panied by bill for their relef; which was read and 
passed to the second reading. The report was 
dered to be pris ted. 

Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee off Patents 
and the Patent! )ffice, to which was reférred the 
petition of Anthony Sherman, for the renewal of 
a patent for an improvement in the axles of rail 
road cars, asked to be discharged from the furthe: 
consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, to which was referred the bill from the 
tivuse of Representatives, to release from reserva 
tion and restore to the mass of public lands, cer- 
tain lands in the State of Arkansas, reported back 
the same with amendments, 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the bill to grant the right of way 
through the public lands of the United States, for 
the construction of certain railroads in the State 
of California, reported back the same without 
amendment, and moved that it be laid on the table; 
which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
were referred the following memorials, asked to 
be discharged from the further consideration 
thereof; which was agreed to: 

The memorial of Charles Fletcher, for a grant 


of land fora railroad from Fort Leavenworth to | 


Fort Kearny; 
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The memorial of Duncan W. Murphy and oth- 
ers, fur a grant of land for a railroad trom Benicia 
to Shasta City in California; and 

‘The memonal of the Legislature of the State ot 
Alabama, asking a grant of land to complete a 
reologicai surve y of the Slate. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, from the Con: mittee on 
Public Lands, to which was referred the bill to 
establish sub-divisional lines and corners o!f cer 
tain fractional sections in the southern surveying 
district of the State of Ala yama, reported | ick the 
same wWilhout amendment. 

Mr. [ NDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Foreign Relauions, to which was referred the me 
moriais of William Money, asking payment fo: 
certain horse seized in California by order ot 
General Kearny, submitted a report, accompa 


} i 


nied by a bill for his relief; which was read and 


passed to the second reading. The report was or- 
dered Lo be printed. 
Mr. PEARS ik, from the Committee on oF 


nance, re ted a bill supplementary to an act 
Pi 7 


approved August LU, 1846, entitled **An act to 


establish the Smithsonian Instutution for the in 


crease and diffusion of knowledge among men;’’ 
which was read and passed Lo the seco d reading 

Mr FOC yy from the Committee on Pensions, 
to which was referred a resolution of the Senate 
directing an inquiry into the expediency of amend- 


ing the second section of an act making appropri- 
ations for the payment of Revolutionary and othe 


pensions, 


bill toamend an 


ynitted a report, accompanied by a 
passed the 20th February, 


1847, entitled ** An act making ppropriations tor 


the payment of revolutionary and other pensions 
2 J I 

of the United States for the year ending 30th 

] > TRAR-?? whic , a” inl is a 2 

June, 1540, which was read and passed to the 
cond reading Ihe report was ordered to be 

Dp ited 

: ; ; ! } 
LHe iso, from tne same commiltee, to Which 

wus referred the petition of the heirs of Jase oh 

13 

bradley, submMIitle | 1 adverse report tnereon; 

which was ordered to be printed. 


PITTSBURG AND WARREN RAILRGAD, 


Mr. FELCH. Ihave been instructed by the 
Committee on Public L is, to which was re- 
ferred a bill authorizir the Secretary f War.to 
grantto the Pittsburg, Kittanning, and Warren 
Railroad Company the right of way over the 
grounds of the United States, atthe Alleghany ar 
senal, to report it back without amendment, and 
recommend its passage. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Lask that that bill may now 
be put upon its passage. Itis merely to grant the 


it of way to this railroad company over asmal! 


portion of 1a held by the United States in Penn- 
sylvania, at Laurenceville, near Pittsburg. I be- 
lieve there is not the least objection to it. It 
grants to the Secretary of War the power of grant- 
ing this right of way. There will be no ipjury in 
ny Way resulting from it to the public interest, and 
L trust the \ be taken up and disposed of 
iow 7 

The bill was considered by the Senate as in 


Committee of the Whole, was reported without 
amendment to the Sen ite, and ordered to be en 
grossed tora t urd reading. 


THE PASSES OF THE MISSISSIPPI. 
Mr. SOULE. I have the authority and the 
unanimous consent of the Committee on Com- 
merce, on whose consideration I pressed the sub- 


ject at its last eeting, to report to the Senate, and 


» recommend to its favorable consideration, a 


bill to enable the Government to deepen the passes 
of the Mississippi river. 

The bil! was read a first time. 

Mr. SOULE. I now ask the unanimous. con- 
sent of the Senate to take up this bill. It is not 
likely to meet with any opposition, as faras I can 
judge from the kind and very liberal dispositions 


I have met with, at the hands of those members 
with whom I have had occasion to converse on 
its merits, and on the importance of its immediate 
passage. The measure which it purports to enact 
is one, indeed, that appeals strongly to the special 


| favor of this body. It is a measure in which 
every individual who owns an acre of land, or | 


cultivates a bushel of wheat, in the great valley of 
the Mississippi, has a direct and most vital inter- 
est. The outlets through which the main pro- 
duce of the Southwest finds its way to foreign 


markets is now actually shut up by the accumv- | 





lated depfPsits which the waters of the might 
river have-piled up atits mouth; and the Object 2 
this bill ts to place at the disposition of the Secretar 
of War an amount sufficient to enable him to re- 
move the obstruction, and to proceed without de. 
lay to the opening of a channel that will afford 
free and easy ingress into and egress out of the 
Mississippi, to vessels of the usual a#ize and ton. 
nage, of those which are best suited to the im- 
mense trade carried on upon its main waters and 
its tributaries. [ am informed that there are ay 
present no less than eight or ten ships loaded with 
rich cargoes, and whose freight consists of no less 
than twenty thousand bales of cotton, stranded 
on the bar and stuck fast in the mud, there await. 
ing, almost hopelessly, that some favorable wind 
medifying, as 1s sometimes the case, the condition 
of the water on the bar, and giving the channel a 
greater depth, may enable them to get out of the 
truly desperate and ruinous situation in which 
they find themselves. They have already been 
there, some of them at least, for weeks; and the 
injury which such a state of things is calculated 
to inflict on the commerce and on the agricultural 
interest of that section of our country, as well as 
on ship-masters and owners, is such that it de- 
mands the immediate interposition of this Govern- 
ment, and the appliance of all the means at its dis- 
position, in order that some relief may be afforded 
and a scheme devised through which the same 
disasters may be avoided, and the people of the 
Southwest saved from the ruin which their recur- 
rence would entail upon them. I need not say 
more, for I do hope and trust that [ have not 
overtaxed the disposition of the Senate to see 
that every section of this Republic be righted and 
done justice to, when | have presumed thus ab- 
ruptly to throw myself upon their indulgence, 
and to ask them to suspend and delay for a mo- 
ment the discussion of the matters before them, 
in order that the bill may at once be acted upon 
and disposed of. 

The bill was read a second time and considered 
as in Committee of the Whole. 

It provides that the Secretary of War be directed 
to take the necessary steps for causing a ship chan- 
nel, of sufficient depth to accommodate the wants 
of cadmmerce, and allow vessels of twenty feet 
draught to pass through it, to be opened across 
the most convenient pass leading into the Missis- 
sippi river out of the Gulf of Mexico, and that 
the sum of $75,000 be appropriated for the pu- 
pose: Provided, it shall be the duty of the Secre- 
tary of War to report at an early day at the next 
session of Congress the expenses incurred, together 
with an estimate of the annual cost of keeping 
said channel open. 

The bill was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 


BILLS REPORTED FROM THE HOUSE 


The following bills and joint resolution from 
the House of Representatives, were severally read 
a first and second time. The bills were referred 
to the Committee on Finance, and the joint reso- 
lution to the Committee on Public lands: 

An act making an appropriation for the pay- 
ment of Navy pensions for the year ending 30th 
June, 1853; 

An act making appropriations for the payment 
of invalid and other pensions of the United States 
for the year ending the 30th June, 1853; and 

A joint resolution authorizing the Secretary of 
the Treasury to ratify and confirm an exchange 
of lands between the United States and Charles 
Reynolds, of the city of Natchez, in the State of 
Mississippi. 


TAXATION OF LANDS IN MISSOURI. 


Mr. GEYER. I ask the unanimous consent of 
the Senate to take up a bill from the House of 
Representatives, giving the assent of Congress to 
the State of Missouri to impose a tax or taxes upon 
all lands hereafter sold by the United States there- 
in, from and after the day ofsuch sale. This bill 
| is in precisely the same terms as one which passed 
the Senate a few days ago, with the exception of 
the word * giving” instead of “ declaring,” in the 
title. The necessity for this, I had occasion to 
state the other day, grew out of the phraseology 
of an act passed in January, 1847. 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to, 
and it was considered by the Senate as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. No amendment being 
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